THE AROMANIAN 
(MACEDO-ROMANIAN) FERMENT 
IN SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE 


Almost all the travelers, historians or ethnographers who 
carefully analyzed the social, political and economical realities of 
the Sooth-Eastern Europe have noticed the function of ferment, 
which the Aromanians had and still have among the people 
inhabiting these countries. However, until now the phenomenon 
has not been studied as thoroughly as it should. The specialized 
(monograph) studies have been very few and the research has not 
covered the entire area that the Aromanians had influence on. The 
opinion expressed by Dr. D. I. Popovici, a professor at the Belgrade 
University, comes therefore natural: 

“The Aromanians represent a very important and interesting 
problem not only for our people, but for all the Balkan people. 
Kanitz has already noticed very correctly that they are one of the 
most important cultural elements from the Balkan Peninsula. The 
most remarkable individuals were Aromanians, and this happened 
not only with our people, but also with the Bulgarians, the 
Romanians and the Albanians. They were the most Balkans from 
the Balkan people. They were individuals devoted to all the 
Christian categories from the Balkan Peninsula. All these 
categories should be grateful to them. Being very generous to 
everybody, they became stronger. They have a great, and still 
different, influence on every ethnic group. At the same time, they 
play different roles with the Slavs, the Romanians and the 
Albanians. They did a lot for the cultural unity of the Balkan 
Peninsula. And the scholars will have the duty to study their great 


'In Revue Internationale des Etudes Balkaniques, year 1, volume I, p. 330 
(Belgrade, 1934), because the collaborators of the magazine used different 
notions when referring to the same ethnic element - namely aromanian - Viachs 
(Truhelka), Aromanian (Skok), Macedo-Romanians (Capidan), the editors chose 
the term Aromanian. “Although - the editors mention - the last notion is already 
Cited because it had been used by various scholars for quite a long time, it is not 
quite accurate, as it refers to, for example, both to the Aromantans living in 
Metsovo, a burg which is not located in Macedonia, but in Epirus... 
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olitical, economical, scientific, 
| group in the Balkans.” (1) 


Although - as we have mentioned above - a great influence 
that the Aromanians from all the South-Eastern uropean countries 
had on various fields of activity (politics, social, economical 
cultural, literary etc.) has not been fully analyzed, we think that 
based on what is known so far, we could appreciate the spirit that 
this activity originates in, as well as the main directions on which i 
shone after having mentioned the facts as they result from the 
analysis made by mostly foreign scholars, we intend in’ the 
following pages to look for an explanation of the Aromanian? 
phenomenon, as ferment people, the causes that determined this 
ethnical structure, its dimensions and manifestations in the 
diaspora, as well as the future perspectives. 


literary and 


influence on the poltt 
artistic life of every ethnica 


* The Aromanians themselves being named like this, we shall use this term as 
often as we refer to the Romanians from the Balkan Peninsula, excepting the 
Megleno- and Istro-Romanians. However, this is not a solution for the problem. 
As Pericle Papahagi writes in Aromanian Tales (Glossary, pp. 535-536), the 
notion of Aromanians also includes. populations such-as the Pharsherois, the 
Muzekiars, the Samarniats and all the others who do not use the protean “a” in 
front of “r” and who are called Rumanians and not Aromanians. Besides all this, 
there is also the term “T=int=ar” (nt. mosquito), used to name especially the 
Aromanians traders and craftsmen from Yugoslavia and Bulgaria. At the same 
Wen there are also the compact masses of Dacian-Romanians from Timok 
atek and Vidin area, who are also in the Balkan Peninsula. Thus it is 
Ssary to use the terms Aromanians and Macedo-Romanians alternatively. 
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j, DEFINING THE PHENOMEN 
FERMENT PEOPLE OF 


As far as we know, the notion of 
common to academic language. How 
function is more often used due to its 
Mehedinti, referring to the Romanians living at the South of the 
Danube, whose main occupations were trade and industry and who 
learnt many foreign languages by coming in contact with various 
people, states that “they were an useful ferment for the ethnical life 
of the Balkan Peninsula.” (2) 

If we were to define the notion of “ferment people”, we would 
say that it is the well structured ethnical collectivity, which tends to 
be more active amongst other people, usually sedentary, causing 
excitement under various forms and on various levels, which may 
be either positive or negative, according to given circumstances. 
There are many various causes, which render the quality of ferment 
people. We shall present them in this paper, when we discuss about 
the Aromanians’ geo-political background and historical evolution. 
For the moment, we shall just quote a series of facts or statements, 
some of them very common, which prove that the Aromanians’ are 
a ferment people. 

Of course, there would have been more evidence if it weren’t 
for some appearances or special reasons, which conceal reality, 
namely: 

a) Laying more emphasis on transhumant or nomad shepherds, 
the main elements which, through their specific costumes and 
quaint habits, were of very much interest for the Romanic 
environment of the last century and the first decades of our century. 

b) During the Middle Ages, some Aromanian popular 
living in the mountains were many times mistaken for the 


ferment people is not very 
ever, that of “ferment” as a 
eloquence. Professor Simion 
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Albanians, while during the modern times, the bourgeois 
Aromanians were mixed up with the Greeks. 

c) The tendency of the Aromanians living in the diaspora to 
imitate; i 

d) The conspiracy of silence determined by the chauvinistic 
materialism, which took over the Balkan people after their national 
revival. 

Despite all these obstacles, the reality was so strong, that truth 
prevailed more and more. In general, from a cultural point of View, 
the Aromanians are considered to represent “the less altered old 
Balkan civilization of Byzantine and Southern influence.” (3) Some 
scientists, like Georg Stadtmiiller for example, say that the old 
Romanized populations have undergone a great cultural fall after 
the Slavs’ settlement, which they could not escape from but after 
having mingled with the Slavs from a cultural point of view. (4) 

Even the most nationalist Slav scientists have not dared to 
promote such an exaggerated theory. From a cultural perspective, 
the barbarian invasions were without any doubt disastrous for the 
Roman world. 

But they did not destroy the seeds or the active power of their 
ancient culture. On the contrary, these seeds will continue to 
penetrate the Southern Slav culture until present times. “Exponents 
of the Roman-Byzantine culture - Cvijic writes - the Aromanians 
are very determined and tend to live a better and more comfortable 
life. There is no doubt that they were the ones who influenced the 
habits of the Slav people living in the Balkans. At the same time, 
they had a great influence also on the material culture.” (5) 

The same Cvijic writes, “the Macedonian Siavs have been 
influenced by the seeds of the Aromanian-Byzantine culture since 
the latter Christianized the former.” (6) 

Nevertheless, the Aromanians’ influence on the Slavs living in 
the Balkans, which happened at their first contact and continued 
until nowadays, is visible at almost all levels. As Oscar Randi said, 
“the first thing that they (the Slavs) took from their Aromanian 
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forerunners was the clothes The 
been very simple: animal 5 
during summer time. A comparative « ‘ 

u 


the B 

worn : alkan People would he| very «popular clothing 
some Of those mysterious centuries Which o¢ ow (© elucidate 
Some cities, ethnographic museums, in se a UP to year 1000, 
clothes are oi and Preserved, have been te these popular 
But, because the notion and adjective Poplar jean ently: 
national in the language of the Balkan Slav peo ke oe 
or wants to think that in reality those ites, nobody thinks 
Anyway, if somebody wants to realize a Siies imitations. 
study someday, these ethnogr i ag shies 

very useful. 


; aphic museums wi 
The Aromanians taught the Slavs domestic models and mann 
snes : sie ers, 
behavior in society, the first administrative institutions, various 
the art of cooking.” 
(7) - 


lays? 
° ea 
king durin arly Clothes m 


trades, the first commercial notions, and even 


The contrast between the neatness and tidiness of the 
Aromanian mountain houses and the ones of the other cohabiting 
people, including the Greeks, shows that the Aromanians still 
preserve the old Balkan civilization. All the travelers or 
ethnographers notice the Aromanians’ superiority. 150 years ago, 
the French historian Pouqueville, the counselor to Ianina of 
Emperor Napoleon the I* was astonished by the spirit of order, 
which prevails in the Vlach families and towns: “But the most 
amazing thing is the spirit of order, which prevails in the Vlach 
families and towns.” (8) ; 

The British colonel Martin Leake, contemporary ditt 
Pouquevilie, makes the same appreciations. “Many of the ‘Vlacns 

j ; d in areas where harvests last 
villages - he writes - although located in : 2 
amongst the richest in 
for only two months a year, they are arndstennes 
Greece. .. Their economical sobriety and preference 10 
ic Sd VaaR CSO NRE yee +) ians’ dirty villages and saw 

“After one has passed by the py ak ts made of clay, - Gustav 

their filthy houses, basically some little hu 
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Weigand writes - has visited the poor hamlets inhabited by the 
Greeks from Epirus or the Albanians’ stone-made houses, he js 
even more charmed by the Aromanian villages, which impress not 
only by the way they look like, but also by the grandeur of their 
houses and the way they are arranged inside.” (10) 

Cvijic notices the same thing: “The Aromanians live in the 
healthiest towns of the Balkan Peninsula. These towns are situated 
at a high altitude (11), in very beautiful surroundings. Usually, they 
are located on mountain slopes, which are very difficult to climb. 
The houses and the shops are made of stone and usually covered 
with stones, too. They are beautiful buildings, arranged inside like 
the ones from Central Europe.” (12) 

Here, in the mountains, usually in very arid and sterile areas, 
the Aromanians - the German geographer L. Schultze notices - 
built “high altitude towns, very clean, orderly and often wealthy, as 
the oasis in the desert.” (13) We have to emphasize that order and 
cleanness are noticed in all the Aromanian villages from the 
mountains, including the ones which are inhabited during summer 
by the so-called “nomad shepherds”. (14) It proves that all these 
civilized habits were not brought from outside by the merchants 
who earn their living in foreign countries (pecalba), but they are 
deeply rooted traditions, inherited from the old Balkan civilization. 

This also results from the Aromanians’ obvious preference for 
industry and architecture, as well as their great intellectual abilities. 
Pouqueville follows Leake’s opinion, noticing, “in Albania, the 
ordinary people, who do not possess very much capital, are 
involved in a very lucrative industry branch, namely making gold 
and silver ornaments and tools. Tae Aromartians who do not work 
in weaving mills or factories are jewelers; and, although they do 
not have very good models, they are quite good with silver and 
gold... Those who traveled speak many languages and have well 
endowed libraries, with French and Italians books.” (15) 

Besides plenty of initiative, their productive way of living 
under such bad circumstances, also implies remarkable 
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intelligence. Almost all the tr. 


: aVelers g 
the Balkan Peninsula have notic ethnographer As 
Adelaide Walker Notes, Sie that. In 1 S Who visited 


> the British wr; 
3 Bea ach SN Write 
commercial enterprise, industry and aaa r eehishcn a 
“They are one of the most imp oie (16 
cu 


European side of Turkey.” (Kanitz) 
a S este Significant quality is their inclinatj 
studying. “There are a lot of intel: Nelination towards 
Weigand (18) 
This intelligence is constructiy 
: €, not o 
point of view, but also from a nly from a moral or state 


3 Z material : 
ethnographer Kanitz writes in this re one. The Austrian 


p spect: “It has been 
to present the Aromanians (tzintzars) only as ee = = 


merchants (Kramer). The Aromanians’ extraordinary aptitudes fo 
architecture have not been noticed until now. Besides ae 
Constantinople, Athens and Belgrade, where they monopolized 
constructions, the Aromanians are the only architects in Turkey and 
Greece. Because of his natural intelligence, the Aromanian builds 
domes and arches very easily. The architectural works made by 
Aromanians surpass the ones made by architects who studied in 
technical schools. If one should compare the church from 
Semendria with most of the Serbian or German monuments, he 
could only admire the Aromanians’ skills. Most of the times, the 
Aromanians is an architect, a bricklayer, locksmith, carpenter and 
joiner. He brings only the foundry from Austria, the rest he does by 
himself, He is a well known jeweler and chaser. He makes the 
beautiful filigrees of Nish and Vidin.” (19) eet Be 
The well-known ballads “The Aria Bridge”, “The Building ee 

Skadar Fortress”, “Master Manole’s Legend” etc., whieh ares 
of the poems of creative sacrifice that deeply mark the ‘ ss ie 
of the South-Eastern European people, are 4 aes carried 
Aromanians’ constructive spirit. The Cu ater Hees, as 
out by various Romanian and foreign mation “the Macedonian 
Skok from Zagreb University, show tha 


(17) 7 clements of the 
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called gogi, have created and spread this legend 


ians, the so- : : : 
Ae asterpieces of universal literaty 


which is considered one of the m 


Bog these creative qualities have made the Aromanians - as 


Gerhard Gesemann notices - “one of is MHOst Important elements 
of the today Balkan people’s culture. These Teinizors are an 
important element of the old cultural life of today S Balkan 
people.” (21) And some people. are right to consider that “the 
Aromanian people is, in an essential and dynamic manner, not only 
the most civilized, but also the most ethical among all Balkan 
people.” (Emile Burnouf) (22) 

The Aromanians played a civilizing role not only in the Balkan 
region. The Aromanian intelligence and energy, always very 
prolific, spread amongst the people of the Habsburg Empire. As 
D.I. Popovici writes, “The Austrian officials have been aware of 
the value of this element for a long time. In this respect, they were 
trying hard to attract as many of them as possible and make them 
settle in their country. It has been happening since Maria Tereza’s 
reign (1717-1780) and especially Joseph the re (1741-1790), in 
order to strengthen the economical power and enhance the 
productivity of the Habsburg monarchy.” (23) 

It is a period when the Russians are interested in the Christian 
Balkan people, when the Turks encourage the Muslim Albanians’ 
attacks in order to rob the Christian communities. Many Aromanian 
thriving burgs were destroyed then, the most important being the 
famous Moschopolis, the Aromanians’ metropolis, which was 
attacked in 1769 for the first time and completely destroyed in 
i788. Groups of refugees from ‘ihe destroyed burgs, whom the 
above mentioned Habsburg emperors were trying to attract, 
followed the merchants who had spread over the whole 
South-Eastern Europe and farther. These Aromanians’ substantial 
contribution to the economical prosperity of Austria-Hungary 
proves their creative power. The Austrian economist Alexander 
Pecz draws the conclusion that “It is impossible to understand the 
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economical evolution and dey 
same time taking into account the influe 
of Vienna and especially those who cam 

The same can be said about 
the role played, for example, 5 the Sing eto Understand 

banal > DY the Sina famil . 
Moschopolis, we quote what the Hunoar; y, Native of 
2 b t . zs Saran Encyclopedia R 39 
writes about its contribution to the ungari Na aaa 
spiritual development. Thus, the Sina Poe seonomical-and 
contribution to the establishment of th ected ies ace 
: € Hungarian agricultural 
loan, of the Hungarian Insurance Company, to ; 
transportation by train and by sea, to improv; pra ait ges 
; : ? Proving the agricultural and 
educational system, they built hospitals and homes for children, th 
blind persons’ institute, the Commercial Academy, the eet 
Theatre, the Conservatory, the Firemen Division, the Church from 
Leopold neighborhood, the House of Fine Arts and, above all. the 
Palace of the Academy for Hungarian Studies. All these facts Gvke 
the Sina family a founder - the Hungarian Encyclopedia writes in 
the end.” (25) 

Within the Habsburg Empire, the Aromanians who came in 
contact with the Latinists from Ardeal (a region in the centre of 
Romania - n.t.) played an important role in all the fields, through 
the Mocionescu, Shaguna, Gojdu etc. families. Many families left 
the Habsburg Empire for Romania, where, together with other 
inhabitants, they played an important role since the XVIII" century. 
(26) 

The medical contribution to the sanitary emancipation of the 
Romanians was remarkable. As Dr. V. Bologa wrote in “The 
History of the Romanian Medical System”, the Aromanians 
founded the medical system, thus forming the Aromanian doctors 
era (1690-1820). ‘ : : 

Since the beginning of the XVIII" century, ‘the sateen 
doctors from both sides of the Carpathians took the were ~ 
establishing the social assistance filed, Friern d 
foundation of the first hospitals in Romania, which they 


elopment of Austria, Wit 


Nce of the G 
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hout at the 
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Chopolis,” 
Hungary. In ord Polis.” (24) 
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blished books tat © x 
a vai scientific medical literature. oF : 
achat a times, this civilizing role that the Aromanians playeq 


ken up by the Greeks. Because in the Turkish Empire 
was take was determined by taking religion Into account, the 
nationality who belonged to the Constantinople ecumenical 
AOU alan: d as Greeks (rum mileti) even in their 


i , was registere ; ; 
al ces. It happened also in the spol where: they 
belonged to the so-called “Greek companies and were grouped in 


communities around the Greek churches, which, very often, they 
themselves founded and maintained. Their main activity as 
merchants also contributed to the name Greek that was assigned to 
them. At that time, all over South-Eastern Europe the term “‘Greek” 
had changed its initial ethnical meaning into the social one, namely 
“merchant”. In Hungary, they were called ,,Gdrdg” (Greeks), 
namely merchants. (28) 

Not only ordinary people, but also scholars made this 
confusion. As Kanitz noted in 1860, “They (the Aromanians) are 
known as Greeks in Vienna.” Even the scholars know very little 
about the interested people to whom they belong. Professor 
Thunmann de la Halle, who made the first research on the origin 
and language of the Tzintzars, could state today what he had stated 
90 years ago: “I know scholars, historians, who are not even aware 
of their [the Aromanians] existence.” (29) 

In time, due to the more objective research, — this 
misunderstanding clarified. As we have mentioned above, 
Professor Dushan Popovici identified very objectively and 
precisely the roie that the Aromanians played in Yugoslavia. He 

writes, “The Greeks that the Serbs came in contact with during the 
Turkish domination were not from the true Greece, but from the 
puxed atl iis regions; they were Graecized Aromanians.” (30) 
te as aS N. lorga proved many times that most of the 
Principalities tea “fi ye a fed: aeaultiratorole' inthe tile 
> Calne Irom pure Aromanian regions, such as Epirus, 
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Thessaly and ee (31) 

The Greeks themselves recogn; ‘ 
diaspora living in Austria-Hungary: (The es regarding the 
rich Greeks in Vienna, Triest and elsewhere es t ¢ prominent 
material means for the regeneration of Greece 4 es the 
district of Moschopolis, in which people s ate Wie “s from the 

people spoke the Viacophone 
idions) G2 a sahiante 

If one takes into consideration the more profound Romanian 
characteristic of the above mentioned regions, which represent the 
origin of most of the so-called “Greek” diaspora from the XVII" 
and the xvi" centuries, then we must presume that the number of 
Aromanians was much bigger than the one that has been identified 
until now. Those over 40 Aromanian villages from Epirus (Zagori 
region) were not denationalized. As the renown Greek historian 
Aravantinos writes, Janina - the metropolis of Epirus - a center of 
economical and spiritual growth, looked between 1413-1814 like 
an almost Aromanian town. (33) 

At the beginning of our century, the British archaeologist and 
ethnographer Sir Arthur I. Evan, notes: (The truth is that a large 
number of those described as Greeks are really Romans... (the 
relics of the Latin-speaking provincialism of Rome's Illyrian 
provinces, who still hold themselves in the Pindus range and in the 
neighboring towns). Till within recent years, Hellenism found a 
fertile field for propaganda among the representatives of the gifted 
Romance-speaking race of the Pindus region. Today, Janina has 
quite forgotten its Roman origin and has become a center of 


Hellenism.) (34) 


ae 


Moreover, the fact ihat there ave so many Romanian words in 
the Greek dialect spoken in Epirus show “how many Aromanian 
elements disappeared in those regions.” (35) 

Of course, the Aromanian diaspora spread not only over 
South-Eastern Europe. Since the beginning of the last century, 
Pouqueville mentions the expansion of the Aromanians shes in 
Pind and. Epirus (Megalo-Viachites) towards the Western 
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‘ac “Walking with the stick and 
Nea een afte new caine some established ae 
SU RS es eR Sardinia, Cadix, Sici 
houses in Naples, Livorno, Genoa, aaa » SICily ang 
Malta. Others settled in Vienna, saa and Mescar and 
the companies engaged in banking operations they were not happy 
oar Ls other ethnographers have similar findings regarding 
the Aromanians’ expansion. “The Aromanians that engage in 
economical speculations - Weigand writes - become in time very 
good and wealthy merchants... In Constantinople, Southern Russia 
and Egypt there are many important Aromanian merchants, who 
are known as Greeks though. Their families live in Macedonia and 
Pind in the beautiful Romanian villages from the mountains where 
they themselves go to spend a few weeks during the hot season.” 
37 
c= most important Hellenes living abroad, bankers from 
Vienna, merchants from Odessa, brokers from Alexandria or 
Marseille, are of Vlach race and often language... They are skilful, 
thin, they have better business than the Greeks and even the Jews, 
they are serious and love glory. (V. Berard) (38) 

Based on such elements - out of which we quoted only a few. - 
Dr. Dushan Popovici draws the conclusion that “the Aromanians 
were people with exceptional qualities, almost genial, not only in 
trade, but also in other fields. According to their skills, they can be 
compared with those old historical people, very talented, such as 
the Jews, the Greeks and the Armenians.” (39) 

All the above mentioned aspects show clearly that the 
Aromanians are a ferment peopie. The comparison with the 
mentioned people, within certain real limits, could offer many 
suggestions for one’s attempt to explain the phenomenon. All these 
eee people if we take into account the number of their 
inch rt eee were established and developed in a region 
1500 pollica! and spiritual center was the Byzantium for almost 

vv years (under the Eastern Roman Empire and the Turkish 
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veligious aspect, which is the basis of the teen) Bee ee 

a global dimension, which goes beyond South Easter pri 
urope. It is 


the same with the incomparable Helleni : 
the modern Greeks inherited. But ¢ Late ty Prestige, which 


because many of the Greeks living ston ee for them, 
South-Eastern Europe, as we have seen Secor Male 


- Were in Z 
The rest were also people coming fact Aromanians. 


from the s 
ae ame 
continental Greece. Thus, it is the €xpression of the a eA 


historical evolution, and identical races. Things would change if the 
comparison were made with the insular and micro-Asian Greek 

They have many characteristics of the Levantine man, as the a 
impregnated by the mentality of the famous onsteitinnle 
neighborhood, which, for centuries in a role, was a real source of 
Byzantium. 

A more appropriate and significant comparison would be with 
Armenians, a people less numerous than the Aromanians, of far 
Thracian origin, preserved unaltered in the mountains, from which 
it spread continuously in the Byzantine Empire, having the same 
role as catalysis in their diaspora. Another comparison, but from a 
completely different point of view, would be with the Albanians 
who, although they have the same Thracian-Illyrian origin, 
preserved in the same Balkan mountain regions, in their diaspora 
they only played the role of gun people (mercenaries). 

The comparison with these two ethnical groups who have in 
common the Illyrian-Thracian origin (the Armenians and the 
Albanians) would be as more interesting as the Albanian people 
living in the mountains had the same disturbing role towards the 
Aromanians as the Kurd warriors had towards the Armenians. 

It is obvious that this paper could not comprise a comparative 
study on such a diverse matter. However, We will resort to 
comparisons, even if sporadically, 
Aromanians’ catalytic role. 


in order to understand the 
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I, CAUSES OF THE AROMANIAN 
PHENOMENON AS FERMENT 
PEOPLE 


In order to explain the Aromanian phenomenon as “ferment 
people”, we shall describe classically its historical evolution related 
to the environment in which it developed and the impulses of the 
race it is made of. ; 

We are aware that it is hard to appreciate all the aspects of the 
connection between the basic element, which is “environment”, and 
“pace”. The old controversy “place is what man makes of it” or 
vice versa still exists nowadays. Complex ethnological 
observations and research established that the development or the 
decline of a society might be influenced by the environment, as it is 
favorable or hostile. However, we have to emphasize, that 
environment is only a condition, not a cause of civilization. The 
simpler and more primitive a society, the stronger the influence of 
the environment. It was proved that the primitive tends to adapt 
himself to the environment, while, as civilization evolves, the man 
tends to adjust the environment to him, using what it has to offer. 
(40) 

It is obvious that this potential does not solve the controversy, 
as all humans or all people were primitive initially. There must be 
some factors that might have, in time, a possible decisive influence 
on remaining at a primitive stage or not. These factors, related to 
the physical environment, which is static by nature, and to race that 
is basically also an image of the environment in which it developed 
a a all its hereditary characteristics, might offer a more 
sng enna of te fananentl impulses hat sina 
aalines co ectivities. Considering this criterion, We 

ry '0 present - even if briefly - the ethnical structure and 
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A. THE GEOGRAPHICAL ENVIRONMENT 


The Aromanians’ situation js 


erha t 
context for Fr. Ratzel’s expression petnaps the most appropriate 


H : : j »8Ogra hi ” : 
explains the historical evolution undergone ee i aga Mite 
. is why 


it is absolutely necessary to present so ve 

this area. The Balkan Peninsula, Cane erie isis of 
continued by the Pindus, the Rhodopes and the Baie ate 7 
all their ramifications are characterized by pronounced ewe 
and centrifugal tendencies. The Northern regions are opened ine 
Pannonic Plain or the Euro-Asian steppe: the Western regions, 
namely the whole strip guarded by the Dinaric Alps and the Pindus 
converge to the Adriatic Sea and the Western basin of the Black 
Sea; the opposite region (the South-Eastern) spreads through the 
Aegean Archipelago to the micro-Asian world. The interior of the 
Peninsula - as Cvijic writes - is also isolated and secluded. Because 
of the recent tectonic moves (tertiary and post-tertiary) in the 
mountain masses the erosion process is more delayed, the valleys 
are deeper and their slopes steeper. Thus, many natural regions 
were formed, not very wide, the so-called “pagi”, “pays”, which the 
Yugoslavs call “zupas”. (41) 

This uneven relief is more obvious in Western and Central 
regions. But it is present all over the Peninsula. “In one word > as 
the French ethnographer Jaques Ancel writes - division Is 
characteristic for the Peninsula.” (42) <i 

From the point of view of its climate, the Balkan payee i : 
located between regions with the continental climate ve he 
North Europe, of steppe in the East and Mediterranean " 1 
and in the West, These different types of ret a : va by dhe 
conjoint regions. Their distribution |S less ; ea cae eae 
latitude than by morphology of the soil, whic 
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ion. (43 eae 
etl Se sa a the Aromanians’ ancestors, have liveg 


since prehistoric times in _this diverse : ar characteristic 
environment. (44) The Aromanian nation was born here. They tried 
to escape from the cataclysm of people that took place in the 
beginning of the Middle Ages by hiding in the less accessible 
mountains. Attempting to seek refuge in a very poor environment 
caused, as it was expected, a decline of these people’s civilization, 
The nostalgia for a better life remained though. As we shall see in 
this paper, this fact will be very important for the Aromanians’ 
historical evolution. 

As Cvijic writes, “People will always be more or less isolated 
in the less accessible areas of the Peninsula, and all activities were 
affected. They were like wide islands around which the big waves 
of history and the tides of civilization were breaking, quite and 
secluded refuges were the people running from successive 
invasions came to hide. The most obvious forms of the old Balkan 
rearing and transhumance were preserved and developed their, as 
well as old trades, types of patriarchal life and organization in 
tribes. The relics of old people, which were preserved in the 
mountain ramparts and which are disappearing nowadays under our 
eyes, allow one to follow the different phases of ethnical 
assimilation that took place in the Peninsula. There, as almost 
everywhere in the mountains, the most resistant cores of autonomy 
and independence, of free mountain life, were maintained. Finally, 
many people left the mountains to occupy the regions with 
geographical characteristics of unity and penetration.” (45) 

No matter how much these mountains weuld have acted as 
shields, the invaders could pass through. The fragmented Dinaric 
Haga rave could not stop the Serbian-Croatian from 
iE d Gaae aa populating it. It was also the case of Central Balkan 

reenja-Sora, which did not prevent the Bulgarians from 
moving from the South to the other side. (46 

At the same ti seen 

ime, the Rhodope Mountains, the area of the 
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warrior Thracian tribes who, after hay; 
continued to exist in the Romanian shepherds been Romanized, 
over by the Turkish shepherds called “jupy 8; could also be taken 
invasion. cl’, during the ottoman 
The names of these mountain 
sychological characteristics of the p 


s Era (Stari Vlahi), Montenegro 

ie Vlach’s rebellion, which mene (the center of 

Asanescus’ Wlach-Bulgarian empire) etc ft iusment of the 

Romanian people that undergone the process of ee ne of the 
+ Ltn: : ation by the 

Slavs. The areas inhibited by the native population and the SI 

were strictly delimited, as Jaques Ancel Notices: “The etl 

shepherds lived in the mountains, while the Slavs in the legs zZ 

(Revue Internationale des Etudes Balkaniques, year 1, volume I, 

1934, p. 120) 

The only mountain region where the Aromanians could better 
preserve their ethnical characteristic was the Pindus area, from 
Thessaly and Epirus to Sarplanina in Serbia. Although the Pindus 
Mountains and their ramifications are less closed than the Dinarics, 
they are located to the southern boundary, so that the Slav 
invasions from the beginning of the Middle Ages could not 
penetrate as much inside as in the case of other mountain masses. 
Besides this, they were further from Constantinople than the 
Rhodopes. 

“These two circumstances made the isolation and seclusion of 
Pindus fortress very important. Many native populations 
Romanized and Byzantinized hid there from the invading mets 
There were so many. Aromanians in the Middle Ages, that t : 
Southern regions of these mountains in Thessaly and Epirus wer 

g : wadays, the 
called Little Walachia and Great Walachia. Even no enka 
most numerous Aromanians from the post pers 
chains, although those from the South ei North by the SIAVS. 
assimilated by the Greeks, while ghoseeftoml il be noticed these 
The progress of this ethnical assimilation 


sents and the somatic and 
Pulations living in areas such 
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days. The Yugoslavs who live in the ste a eee regions 
of the Pindus distinguish from all the ofhet ee avs from the 
Peninsula by some archaic features, habits and qualities 
characteristics perhaps of the first Slavs who colonized the 
Peninsula. However, the Albanians, the old Balkan people prior to 
the Yugoslavs’ settlement, were most influenced by the 
geographical isolation and seclusion of the Pindus rampart. In the 
East, it isolated and separated them from the longitudinal routes of 
the Peninsula and consequently from the civilizing influences 
whose centers were Constantinople and Salonika. Moreover, the 
Albanian beaches of the Mediterranean Sea were mostly marshy, 
except for Valona, there were no hospitable ports, and therefore 
they were not influenced by the civilizing trends that could come 
from the Italian shores. This is one of the main reasons for which 
the Albanians preserved their ethnical characteristics and, from 
antiquity to the present times, they are almost in the same primitive 
condition. We also mention that these four mountain ramparts had 
a strong influence on the distribution of the various civilizations 
that’ developed in the Peninsula or that have been brought here.” 
(48) 

The fact that the Aromanians were initially formed, as a 
distinct nation, in the Pindus Mountains, where afterwards other 
Romanized elements of the Peninsula withdrawn to the South 
overlapped, because of the massive Slav invasions, allowed them to 
have a specific historical evolution. In these divided mountains, 
they could follow the millenary Thracian-Illyrian tradition of living 
in patriarchal tribes, strengthening even more the cohesion of these 
social units. The inherent endogamy of these territorial and tribal 
aon aa the uniformity of the race, emphasizing their 
Albanian au Slay ies aon eteraetetistics: re po me 
sdeeehlcannt 1 a which remained in their cantons or Zupas, 
eaten Bie Ssh as everywhere. These periodical 
with? ‘inildouiedie S were perhaps influenced by the regions 

llerranean climate from feet of the Pindus 
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Mountains, in the East, West an d 
also to the North and East of the ree de they took their flocks 
the Balkans (Hemus), namely “the Bulgari ‘0 the Dinaric Alps and 
As Kekaumenos writes in the XI mountains.” 
tradition: tHe Vachs’ families. and eae Ty: “this is their 
September the highest mountains and dese rom April to 
It is possible that at the beginning the 7h oe (49) 
those regions be the same with those 3 Piers that went to 
Slav invasions. g there, after the 


Anyway, all these periodical m : 
influence on the Aromanians’ pintseak aipuiears a particular 
The energy that they accumulated in the secluded ea il 
not be restrained, as with the Albanians, who burst from et a 
time into revolutionary or mercenary activities. This energy will 
turn into agility and patient determination. Their movements all 
over the Balkan Peninsula, characterized - as we have seen - by 
various types of climates, made the Aromanians an “iron race”, as 
the French archaeologist Heuzey mentioned. This case also 
confirms the function of the biological law in contrasting and 
alternative environments. Carrel mentions about it: “The moral 
energy, the equilibrium of the nervous system, the resistance of the 
organism are better with the people who are alternatively exposed 
to warmth and cold, to drought and rain, to hot sun and snow, to 
wind and fog, to bad weather...” 

But, besides the various types of physical climates, the 
Aromanians also encountered in their alternative journeys, one? 
moral or spiritual climates prevailing in the cit EE 
Balkan Peninsula, crossed, as we have © Having gone 
mountains, largely opened to variovs ane did not 
through such physical and ee cote Continuous novelty 
“a oppress Side Te imagination Transhumance 
challenged their energy, wit an . i 
provided the Aromanians continuously 


h exciting sees a 
their seclus! 
physical energy and the strict morality, molded by 
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eceive new stimuli for practical outcome and 
zons, which their exaggerated individualism, 
hich became sterile in the isolated mountains, will 


in the mountains will r 
will spread to new hori 


suffocated or W 


rtilize. : 
ie & Albanians having the same Thracian-Illyrian origins e 


the Aromanians, have not undergone such a process. Because they 
were even more isolated, they did not practice transhumance on 
large areas. This prevented them from experiencing various 
physical and spiritual climates, experience that helps to acquire and 
sharpens one’s common sense. This is why their native energy, 
influenced by the ancient tribal laws, the famous “kanuni”, and 
stirred by the same exaggerated individualism, kept on being 
wasted inside mostly for brigandage or bloody revenges and 
outside for crimes and enrolling as mercenaries. Experience has 
shown the difference between them. While poverty and negligence 
prevail in the Albanians’ villages in the mountains, in the center, at 
considerable altitudes, Aromanians have established towns such as 
Moschopolis, Sipsca etc., which are like “beehives” - as 
Pouqueville calls them - “settled among rocks around which 
torrents are roaring”. 

The Albanians’ lack of creativity to create a material 
civilization, due perhaps to the fact that they had no urban refugee 
elements, made them mercenaries rather than workers. This kept 
them all along into a primitive state. 

As regards the Slav populations, which came from. the 
pack plas and penetrated and occupied the Dinaric or Balkan 
Seg Aa trerenet re edad aunty ona 
Static ee Hf bragianslllyyian tradition. Only in the 
notice the same nares ih sea eres Devel ONG oe 
sar ec study wit, initiative and talent for trading 
life is based on sheep ae . as o pute nepley sie ee 
the Staro-Viach region (Era) - : Revit As Gyijictwaitess 101 
Sumadija, “It seems that the ) rom Serbia, the South-West of 

fa people have inherited these two 


632 


ways of living from the old Romanized population that withdrew 
after the slay Invasion in the Dinaric Mountains. The Yugoslavs 
called the Romanized population the Vlachs, namely the batins 
Nowadays, the best Yugoslav traders come from these transitory 
regions."(50) | 

It is the same with the Southerner group of Aromanians called 
“mijaci’, which has been recently made Slavic. “These Slav 
clusters are in closed and hardly accessible mountains... They are 
generally more intelligent than the neighboring Slavs. The 
shepherds are very dark-sinned, short, and have an Aromanian 
mentality.” (51) 

Apart from the other Slavs, they are transhumant shepherds and 
practice the kiridjiluk and pecalba, namely those kinds of 
expatriations, with the aim of making fortune abroad and using it in 
after coming back in their country. 

The population from Srednja-Gora situated in the 
South-Balkan depression, in the middle of Bulgaria, belongs to the 
same category. Here, as Cvijic writes, “there is a strong 
assimilation of romanian elements. The Vlachs and the 
Aromanians from these regions were well known in the Middle 
Ages and their last representatives have not disappeared but in the 
XIX" century. The names of Aromanian towns are quite common, 
especially in Srednja-Gora (Bunaja, Ursulica etc.). Many small 
towns and villages in the mountains preserved the type of 
Aromanian clusters (for example, Clisura, Kotel, Zerayna etc.). 
Until Bulgaria was liberated, the population from this region ued 
especially to breed sheep and practice kiridjiluk. Many ae 
villages were partly autonomous during the Turkish amet. 2 
The patriarchal regime was maintained everywhere, but the tra ae 
the old Balkan civilization have not completely aif, a 

especially in towns... Especially intelligence 's characteris 


these populations.” (52) : a 
Thus, the Aromanians’ settlement in the eee ya bi 
explains to a certain extent their ethnical preservation. 
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time, certain subtleties of intelligence could develop in this 
picturesque environment, which, in antiquity, belonged to Apollo 
and the muses. However, geography explains only partially the 
Aromanians’ manifestations along centuries. Because, as we have 
seen above, the Vlachs living in the Northern regions (Stari-Vlahi 
Hemus, Srednja-Gora etc.), different from the point of view of 
geography and climate, have almost the same physical and mora] 
characteristics, the same occupations (transhumant sheep breeding 
kiridjiluk and pecalba - expatriations for becoming rich) and differ 
from the other people - even when they lost their language - by 
their physique and wit. This is why we shall see the influence of 
race in order to understand the phenomenon better. 


B. THE RACE FACTOR 


Etymology concluded that the notion of race is very difficult to 
define. It is clear that there are no pure races on earth. There may 
be some small groups at the most, which were isolated for a long 
time and thus could preserve a relative “racial stability”. The more 
or less fortunate mixtures result in a variety of manifestations that 
corroborated with the geographical environment or the 
geo-political realities, are as intense as the intrinsic vitality of each 
people. 
esp at people have wondered whether there is a Balkan race. 
Sh eae y, there is not such a race in the sense mentioned above. 
SRRY Beth aes from the Past and the openness of the 
ama neat y elena influenced the present people a 
fietiGaie PANadatt €s, the Balkan Peninsula “... (almost a 

) is a sort of a dead-end street, from where there 


was no way out fi : 
(53) a or the ethnical groups that invaded the Peninsula.” 


The research made b 
Ancel writes, especial! 


yes most famous anthropologists, Jaques 
Y those conducted by Prof. Pittard from 
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Geneva, which made extended anth 

Balkans, before and after the First Wo td Pica Studies in th 
were no Balkan races; there jg 4s 1d at, Concluded that there 
Romanian, Albanian race in the plea og Bulgarian, Greek. 
4 whole made up of physical characteristics. « of the word, namely 
known are the shape of the skull, weight are which the most 
biological point of view, We agree with th air color, From a 
conclusion that there is no pure race in the Balkan he pet a: 
is a similarity as regards physical appearance, epee 


Sei : 
centre of the Peninsula, among various neuter. do be 


speak the same language, but live the same life, between people 
living in the mountains, be them Bulgarians, Serbs, Greeks 
Romanians, and people living in the plain, especially in thi ee 
Eastern plains of Romania and Bulgaria. (54) 

According to Pittard, there are two or three types of Balkan 
people. “The names of the people living in the South of Sava and 
the Carpathians are temporary labels, as the boundaries of the states 
they occupy are also temporary. The Romanians used to be called 
Dacians and Getae, and the Albanians, Illyrians. During its 
existence, a population could be named differently. Should we 
make a list with the various political names the Balkans had from 
Herodotus until modern times? It would be a long one. Such 
examples can be found in all the Balkan countries and it is 
commonplace to write about them in an anthropological study. 
(55) 

Ethnographers, who st 
linguistic point of view, divi 
races. The well known French He 
respect, “Balkan people can be di 
Turkish group, the Slav group am 
group.” (56) 

fe a¥ ects Nee ae Taal an 
the Illyrians, the Epirots, ssn'proup - a Ve 
considered to belong to the Pelasgian 8 
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udied this issue from a historical or 
ded the Balkan people into various 
Hellenist Victor Berard writes in this 
vided into three main groups: the 
d the Pelasgian or Greek-Latin 


the Thracians, the Phrygians, 


d the Italiots are 
ry old population 


———— 


toric times, has inhabited the regions whe 
day (Thessaly, Epirus, Macedonia). The a 
dered the Pelasgians their ancestors, 
populations took over this Primitive 
in the Middle Ages by INVASIONS Ov Deacesi 
infiltrations, thus appearing new populations or altering the essence 
of those with which they assimilated. The policy of the Byzantine 
Empire was to divide these stable masses and then convert them to 
Hellenism, by establishing colonies in the various parts of the 
Empire. Almost all Turkish populations dissolved in Hellenism, 

“Pagan and not yet converted to Islamism, they haq 
disappeared little by little. Pagan and not converted to Islamism, 
they had immediately converted to Christianity, the first step to 
Hellenism. Afterwards, charmed by a nobler civilization, they 
quitted their national customs and their language.” (57) 

This process of alteration is also confirmed by anthropological 
research. Pittard concluded: “the label of Greeks covered an 
extremely heterogeneous population.” (58) The comparison 
between the Greeks and the Turks Pittard made in his studies 
convinced him that “these populations were obviously related.” 
(59) 

As we have seen, only the populations living in the Southern 
mountains (the Pindus) were saved from these mixtures. The more 
isolated, the better the primitive race was preserved. To a smaller 
extent, this happened with the populations living in the mountains 
in the centre of the Balkan Peninsula. This explains the similitude 
of physical appearance that Jacques Ancel notices at those 
chee ray in fact, are denationalized Romanians. 
offer proofs hut i he that everywhere mountains preserve and 

Populations. 

The Aromanians were better preserved among all the Balkan 
people, including the Albanians, if we iden. th hate 
and not only some isolated trib fi Lumen AS ei, 

ements £ €s Irom the Dinaric Mountains. 

m's irom the plain or from towns, who did not 


Te the 


- who, until prehis 
Aromanians live to 


Greek writers consi 
Turanian and Slav 


foundation 


They lost many el 


636 


— 


seek refuge in the mountains durin 
WCRass poluGuie phe sai castles during the troubled times of 
Medieval history, the Romanized elements from the Eastern 
Roman Empire OBIS in the mountains, which, through their 
karst features, were like real fortresses. After the Latin-native 
mixture, which had begun in the second century before Christ in 
the regions they occupied, namely in the republican era of Rome, 
they did not assimilate foreign elements but very rarely. If we 
consider that this mixture from the Republican period was made 
with legionary elements strictly selected in that time from Italic 
populations, as Cantu writes, we may say that the substance was 
not altered, as the Italics belonged to the same primitive race. But 
even if it was a mixture of heterogeneous elements, during almost 
two thousand years, it could be perfected in all respects, resulting 
in a consistent ethnical stability. This was even more possible, 
considering that all this time, because of their social organization in 
tribes (clans), the Aromanians practiced a healthy endogamy of 
their race. Their strict habits and the austere life in the mountains, 
with mixtures between healthy elements belonging to the same 
race, helped them avoid the troubles through the well known 
recessive manifestations in practicing endogamy. The Aromanians’ 
instinctive aversion - as resulting also from their folk literature - 
towards accepting foreign elements comes perhaps from their 
preoccupation to avoid introducing some flaws, which would 
multiply through endogamy, according to known laws. This 
tendency has been maintained for a long time in their diaspora, ee 

They were reticent not only towards the Slavs, but also pos S 
the Greeks, despite their historical and cultural prestige, ane a 
instinctively knew that the Greeks were - as We have seen e . sks 
mixture of heterogeneous people. As the historian a a. nee 
“Bin Vlache heiratet nur eine Vlachin” (60). NE aean Hina 
same opinion: “When an Aromanian marries a Sea mcantel 
the plain, he remains there, because us Fe people 
husbands in the mountains. Thus, the race © 


g the Slay invasions. If the 
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the mountains remains unaltered.” (61) Both the Armenians and the 


ice this system. : 
See of ohare” (clan) prevailed, because all the acts that 


bring fame (“aname”) as well as ee eae sho Were 
connected to it, there was all impotan P > (ol Pavan towards 
racial eugeny. This organization in pharas” (c lans), with their 
interior hierarchy, which was more based on selection, according to 
positive qualities, involving moral, intellectual and leader 
characteristics, avoided the establishment of social strata ang 
created a nucleus of individuals with a strong personality. These 
social cells, which correspond to the environment made up of 
divided mountains, preserved a millenary ethnical stability with the 
Aromanians, which can be noticed both from a somatic and from a 
moral point of view. 

Among the variety of Balkan people (even when they are 
reduced, from an anthropological point of view, to certain types) 
the Aromanian distinguishes himself very easily from the others. 
“From the point of view of their appearance and character, the 
Aromanians or the Vlachs clearly distinguishes themselves from 
the other people and represent almost the only pure race in 
Macedonia... Their intelligence, fast thinking and finesse are 
remarkable.” (62) 

Pouqueville and Weigand noticed the Roman legionnaire’s 
features and proportions in the Aromanian’s appearance. “The 
nomad Vlachs, - Pouqueville writes - who wear the signs of 
seasons on their foreheads burnt by the sun and the wind, are in 
general strong and vigorous. Their heads have Roman proportions; 
Pe ae which weakens national types, could mix them up, 
times later: ee clean notices. the. same iu ing, some 
right.” (64) Parison with a Roman legionnaire is perfectly 
anes “A ae Stemauiats racial stability, E. Pittard 

Y had to be the Object of a beautiful 
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anthropological study, because, if the info 
them are true, they must present a certaj 

This racial stability, of the same 
millenary — endogamy, will give exceptionally resistant 
characteristics and will ensure the seeds of some disturbing or 
troubling actions in all fields. Such tendencies cannot be find at 
collectivities with mixed or diluted blood because of continuous 
and various fusions (bastardizations), thus being mutually 
annihilated by intrinsic contradictions. Such collectivities will be 
characterized by lack of balance, which Cvijic also notices at some 
Balkan regions, where there were many fusions between 
heterogeneous elements. (66) Only long term stability can really 
unify a mixed collectivity. In this respect, the Jews, whose religion 
did not allow to accept foreign women among them, could form, in 
time, a ferment people by excellence, no matter if its action was 
positive or negative. 

If we cannot talk about pure races in the Balkan Peninsula, we 
can emphasize the importance of the ethnical stability of the 
ferment people from that racial conglomerate. From this point of 
view, the Aromanians, being isolated in the mountains and having 
not assimilated heterogeneous elements for centuries in a rare 
became more coherent in their psychology, as they are no 
concerned about divergent or contradictory impulses. fs a 

To conclude, one might say that the SONNE a e 
environment and race would offer an aes Caan ee 
Aromanians’ solitary destiny, which Sts au re Ai 
respects, that of their Thypgianr ae pike mee abe fae 
inherited S28 hotee eae es d arene all directions and 

The Balkan Peninsula, opents toned the divergent an d 
crossed by deep valleys and a accentuated individualism and 
fragmentary. tendens)’s nena land will attract invaders from 
particularity. These openings © 


. ; me of which, 
o-Asian regions, SO 
everywhere, especial from Eur gions (plains), attacking the 
like the Slavs, will se 


rmation we have about 
n ethnical unity.” (65) 
blood preserved through a 


le in the low te 
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awn in the mountains. These attacks, which incr, 


: eas 
ion, will accentuate the process of tba 


endogamy and stimulate the combative instincts necessary both fo, 
earning one’s living in the tough and insecure life of transhumance 
and for maintaining his independence. A very united people, mae de 
up of individuals with a well defined physical and moral 
physiognomy, in whom the vivid intelligence mingles with a stron 

character, will be born under these circumstances. The human ty 3 
will be generally characterized by an exaggerated and rene 
individualism, repelling gregariousness, dynamic and centrifugal 
which will try to find accomplishment in allogeneic masses, with 4 
more gregarious sense. 

The tradition of pastoral life, contemplative in its essence, will 
make him avoid hard physical labor, making him very resourcefy| 
in this respect. The cooperation between environment and race - 
essential for the birth of any civilization - resulted in an element 
with special characteristics, which will be stand out both in its 
evolution and historical function. 


natives withdr: 
after the Turkish occupat 


C. THE HISTORICAL EVOLUTION 


Geopolitics established that the geographical personality 
ade a nation and that a nationality is a basin, a mountain, a 
rae Reape of a people - Xenopol writes - is mostly 
ea rie us e geography of the region in which it developed.” 
Eee) eas is mutual. As Prof. W. Hoffmann notices, 
chip ana the Space it lives in, which it influences and 
aati ‘en ae the territory in which people live 
WERE PH: be them. This fact destroys not only the external 
sii ledie tens: uation (conjuncture), of the climate, the relief, 

political and historical destiny, which corresponds to 


the territory of th 
: € country. : ’ 
characteristics and iisslon™Geyene forces give a people its 
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r troubled history of 
€ for positions, for 
ortant Passes, for central regions and 
access to the great commercial space of the sea. for obtaining 


access to it, closing it and being safe in it, It is impossible to render 
in such a reduced space all the other small examples, as there are 
many of them, at least we can try to mention the facts and the 
known events in general and to prove their authenticity.” (69) 

The leading thread ofa people’s history is national awareness, 
which originates in the idea of race. From this respect, a people’s 
historical evolution will be strongly connected to its prehistory. 

The age when national awareness appeared at various 
European people is still controversial. Some historians consider 
that it appeared in antiquity, at the Greeks and the Romans, 
especially because of their aloofness towards barbarian people. 
Others consider that it appeared later, during the Middle Ages, after 
the German-Slav invasions on the territory of the Eastern and 
Western Roman Empire, when the European nations began to take 
shape. And finally, other historians consider it a modern outcome 
of the French Revolution. Undoubtedly, there was no social 
awareness, in the present sense of the word, during the Middle 
Ages. (70) Almost all the leaders who distinguished themselves in 
this respect during the Middle Ages tried to assume the Roman 
emperors’ succession. “In 1204 - J. Ancel writes - the Tsar 
Kalojan-Joannitza (one of these two names is Bulgarian and a 
other Romanian) is entitled “Emperor of the Vlachs and : e 
Bulgarians”, in order to show that he is not the sovereign ae 
nation, namely the Bulgarian nation, but he is trying a carci . 
this old Roman imperial unity. In 1346, Dusan 's an is not the 
the Serbs and the Greeks.” It is the same idea: he 
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he speaks Serbian, he is algo 8 


inheritor of the Roman emperors. There 7 nD ieee reference jn 
his imperial titles. When the history of the Middle i Bes is studieg 
there is a curious finding that these empires, _ asileia Greek, 
Serbian, Bulgarian do not imply the idea of national kingdoms 

| aiming “historical rights” have bees 


which the historians, cl ights” | 
presenting us for a long time. The Ottoman domination itself was 9 
purely military and fiscal domination. But, mixing up religion ang 


nation, it indirectly created this spirit of religious and_nationa| 
independence.” (71) 

Evolution was slow and dependant on circumstances. At the 
end of the XVIII” century, the high degree of national awareness 
determined the militant nationalism, which had two major 


sovereign of the Serbs, although 


characteristics: 
- the proclamation of the native language as the only 


criterion of social belonging; and 
- the need for every nation, including the small ones, 
to establish their own state. (72) 

In this respect and especially for the South-Eastern European 
countries, besides French Enlightenment, Herder’s 
national-romantic ideas, which were immediately adopted in 
South-Eastern Europe and which are still valid nowadays, had a 
decisive influence. 

Because of this continuous evolution of national awareness, the 
saan conferred to it during various eras or places will be 
: ati Undoubtedly, the seed of national awareness exists in 

— a Peart peane be it a community of tribe, race, language 
amen wins pati sruetute allowed by the environment in 
(0) = . . 
smth ped will determine its degree and way of 
Because of the ; 
Peninsula, the national Hae sPeelaveSeopolitioss, of, thesr Balkan 
eness of the people living in this region 


Negmentary, namely lacking mass 
© noticed at other people. This is 


will be, we would Say. 
% ’ 
&regariousness, which can 
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aused by their organization in tri 

vedividualism. Thiis“phgucrihe eta, iu the exacerbated 

Thracian-Illyrian shepherds, organized in ‘tarda only to the 
rchal tribes, it will 

also affect the refined post-Homer Hellenists who. al 

organized in tribes anymore, they had brought the siete inca 

ee see ee escaping it even in moments of political and 

Their national awareness will be shaped more by the negative 
feeling of content they had towards non-Hellenists. “Everything 
that 1s not Hellenic is barbarian.” Their league, periodically 
symbolized by the Olympics, which reminded of their common 
origin (Koini) did not prevent divisions and endemic conflicts, 
which sometimes meant total annihilation. Besides economical 
needs, their centrifugal tendencies played an important role in their 
colonial expansion. Because of this, Greek colonialism was 
restricted only to the economical-cultural function, without 
considering the political aspect, which would have allowed the 
Hellenic civilization to have a greater influence on the barbarian 
people. The political function given by Alexander the Great of 
Macedonia, who created the Hellenistic period, could not last long 
because of the centrifugal individualism - common evil - of his 
disciples. 

Obviously, such centrifugal contrasts and tendencies were even 
more evident with the Thracian-Illyrians, who preserved in the 
mountains their organization in tribes. However, during their 
contact with the Greeks, who asserted their superiority with greater 
vanity, a collective feeling generating national awareness must 
have been born, as a natural reaction. When these Thracian-Illyrian 
people were Latinized and acquired, besides language, the vanity sy 
“civis romanus”, during the inherent tensions they had with t e 
Greeks, their national awareness, under the form of Latinity, 
became even more acute. Since the reign of Justinian - as ae 
mentions in his “Arcadian History” - one can notice the tendenct 


of the Greek element to present many 
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of the high ranked officials 


not as genuine eee ieee but as 

. anians or Romanized Mysians. The later Byzantine 
ee oe also have this tendency. oe Romanized 
populations however, namely the eae, Sintec they are, 
they will have the living nationa aed atinitysaihe 
Byzantine chronicler Kinnamos from the _ century noticed that 
the Vlachs considered themselves Italic colonists who were brought 
here. (“They say the Vlachs are brought from Italy.”) 

The pride of the Latin origin appears in the correspondence 
between Emperor Joanitza and Pope Inocentium the III". A fier Six 
centuries, the travelers or foreign historians notice the same thing 
also for the most isolated tribes of Vlach shepherds, whom they 
studied in their environment. “Generally, all of them are very proud 
to call themselves Rumanians or Romans.” (73). “Their language 
does not allow one to ignore them, they always speak Latin and 
when they are asked, “What is your nationality?”, they proudly 
answer: Rumanian.“ (74) The Greek scholar Neophit Duca, 
contemporary with Pouqueville and E. M. Cousinery, referring to 
the Aromanians’ stubbornness to consider themselves of Latin 
origin, wrote, “They are proud to be a different nation and do not 
want to give up their language and mix little by little with the 

Greek nation, as they did with religion... After so many centuries, 
they consider themselves as having common origins with the 
Romans, with whom they have nothing in common: neither the 
name, nor a drop of blood. Let them show us which is their 
irae province or anything else characteristic to them and 
is mn onpeess the others’ and we shall say no more. All of them 
sterile mapas es = eres paige one ‘ 
vagrants.” (75) good only for sheltering exiled an 
With thi os 2 
ie ae ee efonal awareness, and with all these 
more acutely, namely why th; BEncesia question comes) UDERUEy 
people j Y why this people (“one of the oldest and gifted 
ple in Europe” accordi nesathie st 
ng to N. lorga), although a directly 


and even the emperor 
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in hesiton oiatne Eastern Roman Empire, could not establish a 

political (state) unity? This question would seem as more pertinent 

as it was ethnically formed on the Morava-Vardar ai ss the 

axis of the Balkan Peninsula itself, which drops vertically on the 
other important coordinate, represented by the horizontal line of the 
famous Via Egnatia , which Joined Dyrachium with Salonika and 
Byzantium. A similar question was also asked regarding. the 
Aromanians’ ancestors, the Thracian-lIllyrians - “the greatest people 
of antiquity, after the Inds.” (Herodotus) 

The main explanation was found in the influence of a 
centrifugal geographical environment, which - as we have seen - 
determined the pastoral life, the (nomad) transhumance organized 
in tribes, with exaggerated individualistic tendencies. This 
explanation is also valid for the Albanians, whose “degree of social 
development - as Baldacci writes - is connected to the relief and the 
people’s resistance to social evolution. Thus, one must look for an 
explanation in the division of the mountains.” (76) 

The Aromanians’ historical destiny will be in general identical 
to that of the Thracian-Illyrians who, as Jirecek writes, “has 
distinguished in all the centuries through its unusual energy and 
tireless pleasure for fighting, although it has rather served the 
others and especially the weaker neighbors than strengthened their 
power.” (77) They were going to the plain and withdrew in the 
isolated mountains, living in tribes that had no rulers. The 
historians of antiquity will call them “the Thracians without rulers” 
(Thrakoi abasilevtoi), just as many centuries later, the Byzantine 
chroniclers would mention the “Vlachs without rulers” (Blahoi 


abasilevtoi). (78) 

Their mobility and 
annihilate any greater state establis 
the descendents of the Achaeans, te 
Thessaly, could not escape from this 
individualism, not even in their most civ! 


Storia della Civilta) 


reticence towards gregariousness will 
hment. Neither the old Greeks, 
the nomads of Olympus and 
flaw of an exaggerated 
lized times. (W. Durand - 
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Their state organization has never erik greater eas el Sy 
(Polis). The influence of the geogr aphica AMecUaiG Pet ISo be 
felt at the Slav people with an accentuate gregarious spirit, who 
settled later on the Balkan territory. Almost all historians and 
ethnographers proved the lack of a geographical center in the 
Balkan Peninsula, which should attract the other regions in order to 
establish a state. Some consider it a historical fatality. 

“The geographical characteristic of the Balkans - Oscar Randi 
writes - which resulted in a fatal historical inferiority, is the lack of 
vital centers in all these regions, the lack of direct cohesion 
between them and in the eccentric gravity... Another even more 
interesting finding is that all these regions do not have a common 
center. If we imagined the circular rays of influence, which may 
spread from the two centers of Macedonia, Skopje and Salonika, 
we would see that they were quite limited and could never cover 
helped by their geography that territory conventionally named the 
Balkans. Still, these unhappy Balkans have a_ center, 
Constantinople, but it is so eccentric that it can be compared to an 
extra-uterine pregnancy...” (79) 

The Aromanians, the most Balkan people from the Balkans 
(from the point of view of the native people) added to this 
geographical fatality also their excessively individualistic nature, 
the genuine expression, as we have seen, of this geographical 
environment. Although a new nation on the geographical axis of 
the Balkan Peninsula, formed on the line Morava-Vardar (Serbia 
and Macedonia) and occupying the center of the political 
domination of the Peninsula, the Aromanians could not exploit the 
advantages of this key position. The central position would have 
enabled a solid political establishment, if it had not been for the 
barbarian invasions that lasted for centuries, during the most 
delicate period of their new national development. 

This route, which is the most convenient for connecting the 
ae of Europe, middle Danube and the Aegean Sea, had become 
or more than three centuries a real channel for barbarian invasions. 
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In the V", the VI" and the vith 
continued to be robbed by i Gina the Balkan Peninsula 
The Byzantine leaders could dominate them yi te es bps 
not succeeded in assimilating them, Praniaiae va ume, but did 
invaded the Balkans, the Germans and the des barbarians that 
wind; the ones who stayed, like thick smog, and ars went like the 
of lent infiltrations, were the Slavs. (80) Figihen pt coe 

The fact that no other barbarian invac: 

Vardar axis after the Slay ones, dlisted ah oes Pi oi 


at. Z = ed them to settle in and 
remain in this key position, thus breaking the unity of alee 
Romanism. 


This is why the Aromanians’ later attempts to establish greater 
political units will be fragmentary and will fail. These attempts will 
be characterized by uproars and revolutionary outbursts. The first 
Aromanians’ revolutionary attempts were in Thessaly, between the 
x" and the XIII" centuries, when the Romanians living in the 
Pindus established Great Walachia, ruled by the Niculitza family. 

81 

ails second attempt was made in the XII" century by the 
Romanians from Hemus, which resulted in the establishment of the 
Vlach-Bulgarian Empire, which lasted until the Turks invaded 
Europe. Although this second attempt resulted in a wide, powerful 
and fearful state, the Aromanians were not the ones who enjoyed it. 
As A.D. Xenopol writes, “as long as the Vlach-Bulgarian state 
remained in the mountains, the Romanian element had been nee 
important. As soon as it grew stronger and its capital enn an 
Tarnova, a town whose inhibitors were mostly eee set 
obvious that the entourage of the Romanian pi hae saeSe 
the Bulgarian life style... Under these circumstance A ae ah 

ime, the Vlachs ceased to be 

understand why, after some TN hey were only one of the 
element and, subdued by the Bulgarians, they 

people of their state.” (82) 

It is also a proof that 
is the necessary condition © 


table and simple life 


. 4 aS S ‘ 
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f the establishmen 
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Romanians from the Southern Balkans had never succeeded in 
establishing a state, because for them unstable (nomad) life was 
always more important than stable life. (83) 

The disadvantage for the Aromanians 1s obvious. But their 
seeking refuge in the mountains was a new selection of elements 
who love freedom. When the people of the Balkan Peninsula wij) 
be conquered by the Turks, the Aromanians living in the mountaing 
will be the promoters of freedom. 

The Aromanians’ seizure in the mountains by the sedimentary 
people, after the barbarian invasions in the plain, will leave its 
mark all along their historical evolution. Obviously, as we have 
shown in a previous chapter, the urban people’s refuge in the wild 
mountains of the Peninsula resulted in a decay of civilization. “The 
following dark centuries - G. Stadtmiiller writes - were an 
important reaction in the cultural development of the old 
population who sought refuge in the mountains.” (84) 

Preserving, through tradition, many civilizing skills, ensured 
though a superior way of living for the Slavs and was a civilizing 
stimulus (ferment), due to the psychological eagerness, which it 
created. Because it is known that man never tends to worsen or to 
weaken technical civilization. This explain why the Aromanian 
shepherds did not indulge, like the Albanians - less Romanized 
Thracian-Illyrians - with whom they had common origins, in a 
pastoral life or fights in the mountains, but they got involved in 
industry and commerce. Even the ones who remained in the 
mountains had occupations like processing metal (a strange 
coincidence with the Etruscans’ main Occupation), thus 
representing for culture “the less altered, old Balkan civilization of 
Byzantine and Southern influence.” (85) 

However, the refuge in the mountains seems to confirm 
Pollerd’s thesis according to which “after the barbarian invasions, 
mountains are a place for lost causes.” The ethnographic law 
according to Which - as Sextil Puscariy writes - “the people living 
in the mountains become naturally the masters of the surrounding 
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plains” seems Not to have 


Nevertheless, it confirms capa be With the Aromanians 
explanation could be that, while the pe clats-Romanians The 
through the neighboring Plains‘of the c arbarian invasions passed 
Moldavia and went further, in the ite of Muntenia and 
remained there like in a bucket. This is a Passes they stuck and 
to the aegis of the state. As we shall ee only if we referred 
forms also, determined both by the ontinttiesich ny had other 
of the gregariousness of the people settled in ae ge and 
mutual accomplishment. What Robert Roesler ite er bea 
Vlach-Bulgarian cooperation in the Middle Ages 2h 2 = 
applied to other sectors: “The sufferances of those times tela od 
especially to the shepherds’ strong = 


) the blow; their innate courage and 
wild determination made them leaders and appropriate opponents 
of the passive Slavs. The Romanians were the head, the Slavs were 


the arms.” (86) 

Besides mutual completion, this cooperation with the Slavs 
also originated in the “Vlachs’ eternal hatred towards the Greeks”, 
which Acominatos mentions (“athanaton tin pros imas ehthran ipo 
Blahon’’), starting from “the eternal struggle between Latinism and 
Hellenism”, as the great French historian A. Rambaud notices. (87) 

The antagonisms provoked by the struggle for substituting the 
Romanized element with the one influenced by the Greeks in the 
Eastern Roman Empire have continued for centuries. (88) 

The consequences of the Aromanians’ isolation and seizure in 

; i ially in their more emphasized 
h tains will be noticed especially in : 
OE tri indivi i dence. Here, they will 
irit of collective and individual independence. ficts, UN 
Nene aes “pithout rulers” (abasilevtoi). In this 
Be CONCEP NIE ae “No ruler can dominate them” 
regard, Benjamin de Tudela writes, yung allthis period, “the 
neque: nar ulleseps dana Ns mountains.” (89) a 
. Bt e 
Vlachs from the Pindus live ne dom even after the hae! 
They preserved their 1 d, the Aromantans signed 
co i Hard to be dominated, nd and Soliman 
nquering. 
nia this with the Turkish sultans 
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; : them almost complete 
the Magnificent, which ‘ se their towns and villages by 
independence. (0) eos ille writes - they lived by rules 
a council of wise old men - Pouquevilie e.” (91) In thi 
as simple as the habit of whose expressions they ee ‘ n this 
way, “the Aromanians preservedisia Softy x ObtaCemacratic 
administration, living without troubles or being upset, while their 
neighbors of the same religion were permanently harassed by the 
Turks.” (92) Selected initially through the vocation of the elements 
wishing for freedom, they will accept later all those people who 
sought their freedom in the mountain refuges. 

The institution of the “Old men’s council”, which represented a 
rudimentary for of senate with deliberative powers, together with 
“the Celnicat” as the executive power of the * ame” or the tribe, 
were enough for the good functioning of a life organized in such 
divided mountain regions. Besides, the essence of such a form of 
governance is its efficiency through the simplest means. The 
institution of the “Old men’s council” can also be found at Italian 
towns. (93) 

On the other hand, the fact that the Vlachs “without rulers” 
have not belonged to a powerful centralized state for centuries 
favored the centrifugal tendencies created by the other factors 
mentioned above. It is a fact that the functioning itself of state, this 
“cold monster” as Nietzsche calls it, tends to uniform its citizens. 
While society is dynamic and encourages individualism, the state 
tends to uniform it. The bigger the state, the more reduced 
individualism is. In order to ensure its cohesion, the so called “state 
reasons” are more and more appealed to. The comparison between 
the Greek polis and Rome, with its evolution from republic to 
empire (Caesarian), while the borders were extending, is eloquent 
in this respect. 

The Aromanians’ rather simple (primitive) social and political 
form of organization does not necessarily imply a social or political 
regress or degradation. As Attila’s or Gingis Han‘s despotic 
empires did not imply progress and civilization. This organization 
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only through the ability to rule, Sala but w 
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mountains and also by the fiers hard life j 
contributed to the development of elit 
Thus, the communities living in the 
sources of human energy and well de 


making themselves noticed even in 


This continuous ‘struggle with all kinds of difficulties will make 
them tougher, conferring them a sort of dignity, which will 
consider any Sentimentalism and its expression, lyricism, as 
weakness. As insularity influenced the British men’s psychology, 
seclusion in the mountains conferred the Aromanians certain 
characteristics. 

Many foreign researchers considered a national flaw the fact 
that the Aromanians did not succeed in having a tradition of the 
state during their historical evolution. Cvijic writes in this respect: 
“They do not have a history and this lack of traditions empties their 
soul of any national idea. They are people famous for their fear. 
Nevertheless, they were people who have known terror for 
centuries, initially at the beginning of Roman conquests ~68 
Balkan Peninsula, then during the Slav invasions in the Middle 


Ages and again until the disappearance of the Turkish domination. 


ves have the 
Fear remained in their soul: they are suspicious and 


mentality of the oppressed.” (94) snp, Te Popov 
Following the same idea, aie because of the lack of these 
Sagan bus sh He Eatin oo ttl past, territory. . eis: 
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have no history.” (95) 

ilar to the ones brought to the Jews 
and the Armenians for the centuries of “ae H the diaspora, When 
they history was written for others, a ont a Own people. But 
drawing the radical and subjective conclusion that the Aromaniangs 
have “no roots”, have a “mentality of the oppressed” and “no 
history” means not to take into account the centuries of history 
until Justinian, when the Romanized Thracian-lIllyrians, the 
Aromanians’ direct ancestors, gave SO many emperors as well as 
the historical events such as the establishment of the second 
Vlach-Bulgarian Empire and the numerous Vlach villages, which 
lasted until the Turks conquered the Balkan Peninsula, 
Nevertheless, Cvijic himself recognizes in the same book in which 
he wrote the above mentioned statements that, “in the Middle Ages 
there were many Aromanians in the mountains and in the sheltered 
regions of the Peninsula. As we have shown, they were the 
majority in Thessaly, Etolia, in Great and Little Walachia. They 
established a White Walachia together with the Bulgarians, the 
Vlach-Bulgarian kingdom under the dynasty of Asan, in the XII™ 
century.” (96) 

Moreover, after the Turks conquered the Balkan Peninsula, the 
ae “ ae was kept alive in the mountains where the 
Milena ah be Stari Vlahi in Serbia or Srednja-Gora in 
Egiaienn. on struggled for freedom and where, as the same 
lucia etre ih a strong assimilation of Aromanian 
Seeing Gna ie : : was the reason why. the people from 
Bulgaria, especially in raseiacs ue es he parse : 
brigands, propagandists. ; age of national awakening. The main 

sts, intellectuals of that period came from 


prominent people, they 
These are objections sim 


Srednja-Gora.” (97) 
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were refugees.” (98) 


Jirecek Pee einer this truth: “In Bulgaria, like in the 
Byzantine Empire, besides the serfs, there were also free people 
living especially on the heights of the Balkans and the Riiddopes 
and, in general, in isolated mountains, where the Albanians and the 
Vlachs lived their old free life.” (99) 

The mountains where the Aromanians lived in Hemus favored 
their fight for freedom and independence. “A mountainous 
territory, full of defiles, shelters and traps, with some passes easy to 
defend, where there were a lot of burgs at that time.” (100) 

From these positions, the Aromanians fought during the 
history. “Sometimes defeated, most of the times victorious, they 
have brilliant courage and ferocity. The entire West shivers only 
when hearing their name. They take part in all revolutions. They 
get involved in the bloody convulsions of the (Byzantine) state, in 
order to destroy and divide it.” (101) 

The Aromanians from the Pindus fought similar struggles. The 
history of Great Walachia during the Middle Ages is a continuous 
series of such actions. They were resumed when the Turkish 
Empire started not to respect the pacts signed with the sultans 
Murad the II"! and Soliman the I*, which guaranteed the freedom 
and the autonomy of the Romanian territories. “These struggles 
were the beginning of the awakening of the Balkan people; the 
Greeks - the great Italian historian Cesar Cantu writes - succeeded 
in turning the war for capitulations from the Pindus in a war for the 
independence of Greece. Thus, the Aromanians provided the Greek 
revolution with the soldiers, while their captains, with the most 
glorious generals of this independence war.” (102) j 

The same happened with the Serbs. “The history of Serbian 
independence talks about Tzintzar Iancu’s glorious deeds, who 
often lead the Serbs in Kraina to the victory against the Turks. His 
memory is glorified in Serbia and he rests in the famous monastery 
Ravanitza. The Aromanians proved their patriotism and spirit of 
sactifice also in the Serbian revolution from Belgrade, im June 
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Serbian war for independence glorifies 


» (66 H f the 
1862.” (“The history © e Serbs in Kraina towards the Victory 


Tzintzar Iancu, who led th 


Turks.”) (103) 
saan proofs and findings of foreign scholars show that the 


Aromanians have never been, as Cvijic MUGS; “famous for their 
fear”, with a “mentality of the oppressed.” On the contrary, being 
well rooted in the mountains of the Balkan Peninsula, which has 
been occupied from ancient times, they always had _ brilliant 
initiative and courage, distinguishing as a permanent ferment of the 
idea of freedom. The fact that they did not establish their own state 
was the consequence of the geographical environment in which 
they lived and the vicissitudes of history. 

However, other cohabiting people suffered from the 
consequences of the fact that the Balkan territory is not suitable for 
long term state systems, even though the sedentary life they lived in 
the plain attenuated the disadvantages as those that the Aromanians 
encountered. This led, first of all, to a “fatal historical inferiority” 
from the state perspective for all these people living in the Balkans. 
But it does not mean that these people did not struggle for glory. As 
Dr. Josef Marz writes, “The great theories about space tried to 
consider the Balkans a unity. Philippe and Alexander began with it. 
What we know about the Thracians, the Macedonians, the IIlyrians 
and the Dacians during their times and before the Romans is that 
the political circumstances were not units indicated by the nature of 
the country. Rome enlarged more the second category of unity... 
Despite its power, and always more or less defective and 
heterogeneous, the Osman Empire in Europe had to let go of some 
of the centers of its power, defended areas, such as some regions 


from Albania and Cernagora,” (1 04) 
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Macedonia exceeded its local envir 
appearance of Alexander the Great, 
which crumbled immediately after 
the centrifugal individualism of h 
Western Balkan Slavs, divided into Croatians, Bosnians and Serbs 
was established in the IX and X" centuries (the Serbs with 
Wlastimir (836) and the Croatians with Tomislay (910) and their 
only moment of glory was under Tsar Stephen Dushan Urosch the 
IV" (1331-1335); after the Kosova fight (1839) it ended in a 
sublime tragedy.) The Oriental Slavs, the Bulgarians, established 
their state earlier, beginning with Asparuch (Isperich) (641-702). 
They had their first moment of glory under Tsar Simon the * 
(893-927) who, after a little while, in 1019, was killed by Vasile 
the II"* the Bulgaroctone, the Armenian from Macedonia “with his 
body and soul made of iron.” The second moment was after almost 
two centuries, under the Asanescus. But this was due to the 
Aromanian energy and intelligence. After these few centuries of 
attempts to establish a state, the Slavs - as the Greeks - were 
conquered by the Turks, whose domination lasted for almost five 
centuries. Besides, these political structures, as Jacques Ancel 
mentions (see previous chapters), did not involve the idea of 
national states, which historians mention, claiming historical rights 
for the respective countries. wernt . 

Obviously, it takes serious lack of self-criticism in order to tal 
about a “mentality of the oppressed” when Speen 
Aromanians, the only people who, ee ea ee _ 
lived free and independent all the time, “watle 

joj i ites - were exposed to many 

the same religion - as Aravantinos wri 
adversities.” 
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Christian times, could resist more than 1500 hs it is because the 
Balkans were @ part of the whole, OT ane a e regions in Agig 
Minor and Northern Africa, where subdue bani gregarious people 
lived. The Byzantium was the center of “a thalassocracy.” The 


soldiers and mercenaries more disciplined than the restless Balkan 


people were recruited from these non-Balkan regions. Within them, 
the troops of warriors recruited from the Balkan people found their 
equilibrium in the armies formed in combination with more 
disciplined people, an equilibrium that they could not acquire in 
their environment. 

Obviously, the Aromanians, like the Albanians, being the most 
Balkan people among the other Balkan people, felt more 
profoundly the fatality of the environment, which they received 
from their ancestors, the Thracian-Illyrians. Some people consider 
the fact that the Aromanians could not establish a lasting state - not 
even like the one of the Slavs - the characteristic of the 
Thracian-Illyrians ancestors who, although great and powerful, 
disappeared without coming together under the same glorious 
scepter and creating something great and memorable for the history 
of humankind. (105) 

Other people, taking into account the realities of modern times, 
consider the fact that the Aromanians could not establish their own 
state and as an adjustment to existing circumstances and a proof of 
their Latin characteristic. “The people who are familiar with the 
circumstances under which the Aromanians had to live for 14 
hires a Randi writes - may consider their adjustment to a 
éiration eseet: catenin to a sterile suicide, a triumph of 

DACRE af adie of Latin influences.” (106) 
history proved, the ne to unify the Balkan Peninsula, as 
Coordinates: they preserved ane TENSE RALCL aaa 
expanded, using the broad er freedom through local pacts and 
However, this realism was alg of the Turkish Empire. 
desires. The Turkish lead often overshadowed by their idealistic 

“rs, who signed the well known pacts with 
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the Aromanians in order to avoid their rebel 
involved in the Moscow actions, the Turks chose to eliminate the 
Aromanians through Bazbuzuks and Turkish Albanians. 

Among the qualities and flaws inherited from the 
Thracian-Illyrians, emphasized In an agitated evolution, the 
pragmatic Latin spirit will stand out, which will confer their desires 
to evade from a tight national space to a much wider territory, a 
more multilateral direction than that of the Albanians, and less 
impregnated with Italian blood and Latin culture. This direction 
will be decisive for the Aromanians’ historical destiny: their 
efforts, instead of focusing within on a national dimension, limited 
in itself because of the mosaic of people resulted after historical 
invasions, they will spread in many directions, on an international 
and much wider territory, as it is also the case with other 
ferment-people. 

The historical evolution after the Slav invasions took the 
Aromanians out of the plains and crowded them in the mountains, 
as well as the Islamization of most of the Albanians, put three 
different kinds of pressure on the Aromanians, which, although 
different, acted together to weaken their national resistance. The 
pressure of the Slavs in the North; form East and West, the 
harassing of the Albanian gangs incited by the Turkish domination; 
and in the South, the attraction of the incomparable prestige of the 
Greek culture, which was absorbing their elites one by one. The 
results of these pressures will be felt more acutely once time goes 
by. 

: These factors caused the difficult situation, which the 
Aromanians confront with both in the diaspora and in their native 
regions, which they still occupy, making also a sort of diaspora out 
of their enclaves. 


lions, when they got 
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III. EXPANSION IN DIASPORA 


A people formed in a hilly, rough and divided environment, 
always moving in its transhumance, selected by a healthy 
endogamy, with traditions of an old civilization brought from the 
urban life during the long historical turbulences and educated by 
the social organization of “Phara” (clans), where the mixture 
between democracy and the institution of the group with one leader 
resulted in an irresistible dynamism, could not wish for a 
contemplative pastoral life. 

Their spreading and living in diaspora was determined first of 
all by the natural fertility in discrepancy with the lack of resources 
of the mountains. The thriving domestic industry of processing 
wool and precious metals solved their problem only partially. 
Besides it, there was an emotional desire, perhaps stronger: the 
thirst for power and wish to stand out, in order to make famous 
their name and the “Phara” they belonged to. 

Since the beginning of the XIX" century, there was also a 
political reason. Victor Berard writes in this respect, “After the 
Greek revolution, many Vlachs who were called Hellenes and who 
gave their money and blood for freedom, emigrated to the new 
Hellenic kingdom. The towns from Pindus lost their role and 
importance.” (107) Thus, the exodus from the previous century 
continued, when Moschopolis and the neighboring Romanian burgs 
were destroyed. 
aed SoM the Albanians mountaineers, who used their 

Fiennes 8 ae or becoming mercenaries, the Latin 
Rahibeerneecrinn ee racial features, as well as the 
before their pice and pragmatic old civilization they had 

Ba tig. al in the mountains, opened greater 
possibilities being renowned in the ie rens iti 
field. This idealistic-realistic emotional antaien es eon, 

© emotional ambivalence put in function 
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by an enormous thirst for glory ¢« oO 

Sreterait actions, ati Si ea Mian ul iil in such 
characterize them form a national point of view oe ee to 
two opposite directions: from the brigandage sain? A act on 
to Jewish trade speculations. As the Jews aaa ene 
ferment-people formed in an urban area, la reeks, 


ip eae : cked such ambivalence, 
their thirst for making fortunes will not be idealistic and not have 


the tendency to compensate it by generous deeds of founders. Prof 
D. I. Popovici emphasizes it, when he makes a comparison between 
these two ferment-people, Jews and Aromanians, in the Yugoslav 
territory. “If we compared the actions of some Aromanians for the 
prosperity and progress of our people with the Jewish’s 
contribution, from the Croat side, who are very important even 
nowadays in the social life, we could see how grateful the Serbs 
from the old Serbia and from everywhere in the world have to be to 
the Romanians from Macedonia.” (108) 

More similarities could be found in the Armenian diaspora. 
The common origin, as the Armenians’ ancestors, as the Phrygians, 
related to the Thracians - as we saw in a previous chapter - have 
also Balkan origins. (109) 

The Armenians preserved and developed themselves in a 
mountainous region and in the moral climate of the same Byzantine 
Empire; and the Turkish Kurds played in their past the role that the 
Turkish Albanians had in the Aromanians’ historical development, 
by determining forced mass migrations. a 

Because of the idealistic-realistic emotional ambivalence, wit : 
a whole range of manifestations, the Aromanians’ ee 
ferment people will be collective. During their historical ev vib a 
the law of selection will apply for all kinds of populations and 

i ints out, the Aromanians 
various levels. As the Italian scholar points ane 
‘on: “some of them becam 
underwent a quadruple selection: “S' er yicnee ei 
ird part got involved in business | 
shepherds, other traders, a third p in regaining: the nationtl 
guns and the fourth, the most recent, 


freedom of the Balkan people.” 
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The Aromanians set a standard for all these four manifestations 
of vitality, which contains in itself characteristics of the dominated 
Latin blood rather than of the dominant Illyrian or Thracian. (110) 

Anyway, the Latin dimension (110 bis) eased or diminished the 
Thracian-Illyrian expansiveness, giving it some of its pragmatism 
for practical, commercial skills. 

The limits resulted from the above mentioned selection were 
not rigid like with other people. As the circulation of values was 
not impeded by any barriers or prejudices of class or category, it 
allowed the creation and maintenance - as we have seen - of that 
bodily and soul osmosis between all the members of the national 

collectivity. These will be the origins of that instinctive Aromanian 
solidarity, so necessary for living in a diaspora. This soul osmosis 
will provide every individual with a variety of predispositions, 
which will ease their adjustment to all kinds of environments, 
turning them into a “missionary people par excellence” (111), as 
Padre Faveyrial (who knew them very well and played an 
important role in their national awakening) said. 

Endowed with an instinctive solidarity or through the common 
subconscious, which gives an organic solidarity, and stimulated by 
their missionary spirit, they will seem to look for their 
accomplishment - as the Jews, the Armenians etc. - among other 
more passive and sedentary gregarious people, which they will 

animate by penetrating them. 

“Others - Jirecek writes - favored by extraordinary abilities for 
foreign languages and a tireless commercial spirit, travel all along 
the Peninsula for business reasons, manage almost all the roadside 


inns and are involved in certain trades such as masonry and 
processing gold in the old style.” (1 12) 
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A. THE TENDENCY FO 


R 
AROMANIANS LIVIN MIMESIS OF THE 


GIN THE DIASPORA 

In order to avoid the inherent i 

tensions wh i 
foreign environment and the waste of energy i Seraneeh ama 
heterogeneity, the art of formal mimesis will ine 


‘Sele be | 
This is the weapon more or less used e largely adopted. 


’ raise by almost all the 
ferment-people in their diasporas. But this mimesis, with its various 


means of adjustment, will affect neither their morality not their 
ethnic specificity. Because their mimesis does not result from a 
complex of inferiority, but from the need to avoid unnecessary 
obstacles. The fact that they do not face difficulties may be 
considered a weakness. But also a realistic calculation. 

Mimesis is more obvious at the Jews, referring to whom we 
cannot speak about a complex of inferiority, as they consider 
themselves “the chosen people”, which, through Christianity, 
inspired the religion of more than 900 million people, presenting 
their national heroes as prophets or as saints. The Greek diaspora 
made less use of mimesis, especially when philo-Hellenism was in 
fashion, because of the fame of the Greek ancient culture, and was 
bringing a lot of advantages with it. This is why the Aromanians 
living in the diaspora, when they do not imitate by spoiling their 
names with suffixes characteristic for the people among whom they 
integrated (113), they indulge themselves in pretending to be 
Greeks, which is also a kind of mimesis, in order to benefit from 
the status of this name and especially form the advantages offered 
by the Orthodox communities. from the diaspora, real oasis of 
mutual help, many of them established even by the Aromanians, 
under the aegis of the Greek Church. 

If oc er: to be a Greek produced the sonia one 
which Kanitz writes - as we have seen -, the tendency for * 

; hey worked was considered congenta 
among the nations where they WOrnse nas t. “It is not 
P : tes in this respect, 
inconsistency. Dr. DI. eee he word Tzinizars mean? 
easy to answer the question: what does the v : 
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The Tzintzar is of Illyrian or Thracian pate ti rere rarely Slay, 

eaks Romance languages, is Orthodox, has a Greek 
se least in towns, his main profession is sheep breeding o, 
Sa all the others, the name, the surname, national feeling, 
citizenship, is undetermined. Everything may change. The 
Tzintzar’s main characteristic in indetermination... The Tzintzars 
appear often under the names of Macedonians, Macedo-Vlachs and 
Bulgarians. Other times, they were hiding after the name of Serbs. 
They were often saying that they were simply Christians, 
Pretending very often to be Greeks, they had a lot of advantages in 
their trades in the wide Turkish Empire. The ones who did not 
speak Greek went in other less profitable countries and pretended 
to be Albanians. For the Serbs, the Tzintzars are Aromanians 
whose profession is trade. The ones dealing with agriculture were 
called Viasi. The ones who emigrated in remote countries in order 
to earn their living were called pecialbars.” (114) 

Because of this “indetermination” or mimesis that was very 
easily practiced, the term Tzintzar (Cincar) replaced Vlach in 
Serbia and Bulgaria, a notion “which contains a certain meaning of 
mockery”, as Jirecek notices. (115) 

Still, this “indetermination” is apparent, determined by 
circumstances, in order to adjust more easily to foreign 
environments, which are generally ‘hostile. Many researchers 
noticed and admired the Aromanians’ tenacity for their nationality 
(“Phara”). “The Aromanian’s lack of patriotism was criticized - 
Kanitz writes. On no grounds. Without a remarkable history (n.n. - 
as we have seen, Kanitz’ opinion, like other scholars’, is that the 
Aromanians’ history begins in the IX" century after Christ and 
ous period, when these 
any famous emperors and 
Western and Eastern Roman Empires) and 
aves among people who speak many various 
ations with a great historical past, sometimes 
S present and a future full of promises, it is 


does not take into account the previ 
Romanized Thracian-Illyrians gave so m 
generals who ruled the 
divided in small enc] 
languages, among n 
even with a gloriou 
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amazing that the Aromanians from Macedonia were not assimilated 
a long time ago by the surrounding people. From this point of view 
the Aromanians’ patriotism is the same with the Jews’ and this ig 
even more remarkable as this populace is not separated from its 
neighbors by a line of religious demarcation.” (116) Jirecek has the 
same opinion. “The tenacity of this people is noticeable; although 
divided and despised, they are very fond of their nationality and 
language.” (117) 

Talking about the Aromanians with Greek affinities, Gustav 
Weigand notices, “Unfortunately, it is a fact that the Aromanians 
hide their origin when talking to strangers. Among them however, 
they are proud of it, because, compared to their number, they gave 
the most brigands, the most famous leaders, and, to their honor, the 
best warriors for freedom that Greece has ever had.” (118) hic 

Many a times, this tendency for mimesis alters also statistical 
data at their disadvantage, as the Aromanians, for the above 
mentioned reasons, do not declare their origin, a fact recognized by 
the Greek Ministry for Foreign Affairs himself, Evanghel Averoff, 
referring to the census from the 16" of October 1940. (119) eo 
tendency to avoid declaring the national origin in a census can also 

iced in the Jewish diaspora. ad 

S es the Aromanians’ affinity for their an et a 
language and their pride for their ethnical origin - even if revea 

i i i re not defeated, therefore 
only in privacy - show that their souls we Deane 
they did not develop some kind of complex of in aber 
with the Jews, their denial is apparent, for concealmen ; : 

; i i ue to marry people 0 

the fact that even in the diaspora they contin oF esopectin’ 
their nationality, as much as possible, proves an : ware 
among which that of superiority, Justitte aa te Slavetmnt 
circumstances, as we shall see. If their Sate ae instil 
be right, it seems that they have ees Shaikh cl 
fowardanhe ear os em objective facts, namely 
inate Bs sire times is more like a conglomerate 
that the label of Greek | 
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of heterogeneous and often not healthy elements, which ie 


ior. , 
oe “ike with the other ferment-people mentioned above, 
endogamy continues even in the diaspora. “They always speax 


Aromanian among themselves”, D.I. Popovici writes. Obviously, as 
in other diasporas, this situation cannot continue endlessly, Fo, 
example, in Serbia, “the Aromanians preserved their language and 
distinguished themselves from the Serbs, as long as It was possible, 
Afterwards, their small number, their isolation in small groups and 
the force of the environment succeeded in defeating their spirit of 
self-preservation.” (120) 

A similar phenomenon also happened in Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Austria etc. The countries from the North of the Danube, on the 
other hand, unified very quickly. The identity of language and other 
soul affinities eased this unification. “After living several months 
among the Dacian-Romanians they learnt to speak Romanian as 
well as after a generation or two at the most they completely forgot 
their native dialect.” (121) Still, the endogamy persisted even after 
the dialect has been forgotten, which shows how rooted this habit 
was for preserving their biological essence. 

_The same may be said about preserving their faith, namely 
their spiritual essence. The Aromanians’ imitation for stating or 
promoting their interests knew all the possible forms. But it did not 
resort to denying their religion. The phenomenon of marans and 
Rae ies at the Jews who “became Catholics or 

» Gid not affect the Aromanians. This only fundamental 


fact is enough to i iji 
contradict Cvijic’s opini i 
‘enous on regarding the 
Aromanians unstable character” : h ‘ 
of character, “Amon 


Kankov writes - Q 
writes - the Romanians from Macedonia and Epirus were 


m. In the beginning, hidden in 
ape the Muslims’ tyranny; but 
pressions without denying their 
h Romanian towns from Albania 
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afterwards they endur 
ed the 
faith. The destruction of the fe 


and Macedonia proves that the Romanians were victims of terrible 
violence, which they could have avoid by becoming Muslims, as 
the Serbs from Bosnia, the Antarts from Albania, the Greeks and 
the Bulgarian from many regions did. The only example of 
Romanians converting to Mohammedanism is that of the Meglen 
villages; however, the people there converted to Islamism together 
with the Villages of the Meglen Bulgarians, after they had already 
been assimilated by the Greeks.” (122) 

Maybe the fact that the Aromanians were not owners of land, 
compelled to keep their properties with the price of denying their 
Christian faith and converting to Islamism, or serfs depending on 
Turk land owners, explains this resistance. But most of the 
Albanians converted to Mohammedanism, as well as the Bosnians 
or Pomacians are mountaineers, whose basic occupation is sheep 
breeding, just like the Aromanians. Moreover, conversion to 
Islamism would have offered the Aromanians the whole Ottoman 
Empire, completely free for their big business as well as for their 
leadership and military skills. Their strength of character prevented 
them from pushing imitation beyond the line, which will have 
jeopardized or compromised their spirituality. And not only did 
they not convert to Islamism in order to become mercenaries or the 
pagans” tools for oppressions, but also their enclaves in the 
mountains were, as we have seen, almost the only nuclei for the 
idea of freedom and the slogans for fighting against the pagans. 

Obviously, such behavior has great disadvantages especially 
for carters (transporters), artisans or traders, who worked far ae 
from home, among strangers. It is a known that only the Mus nF 
had civil rights in the Ottoman Empire; only ‘the A eae. 
complete freedom for their actions. This temptation, W ; eye 
lot of Christians convert to Mohammedanism, was i oy abr 
Aromanians, both in their native regions and in the iaspora.- 

; epee he Aromanians are not bigots 
is even more significant as generally t 


or fanatic believers. 


: A ‘ , 
Thus, the strength of character Is emphasized, which prevails 
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aa ‘al realism”. Because, after all, the refection itself 
— Dee eat their faith is, above all, a moral act animated 
Ree eT that the rejection a geivins their old 
religion can also be noticed at the Arpmanians : a Ss emigrated 
for a long time. It is the case of those ortho we runs Vlachs, 
spread in Croatia among the Catholic masses, Who dl Not give up 
their religion. For sure, such a moral attitude is rooted in the purest 
idealism. But it could also be a means of saving a national 
collectivity, whose mother tongue, its form of resistance, had been 
annihilated. : 

All these various and apparently opposite attitudes, sometimes 
firm and rigid, for preserving their national essence, sometimes 
flexible and changing, for promoting this essence and achieving 
their objective, by avoiding obstacles, lead to that false impression 
of inconsistency, which skilled ethnographers like Cvijic talk 
about, in case they have honest intentions. 

Because of their tendencies for mimesis, it has become harder 
and harder to identify the Aromanians from the diaspora. Much 
harder than with the Jews, who can be identified by their mosaic 
religion, or with the Greeks, who included the Aromanians. Only 
detailed research like those performed by Prof. D. Popovici in 
Serbia based on the places of origin and the initial names may open 
new ways for identification. 

For contemporaries, the identification of the “Tzintzar” origin 
is eased by their characteristic physiognomy and morality. We 
have seen previously how historians and ethnographers. like 
Pouqueville, Jirecek, Weigand, Victor Berard, Gersin ete. 
recognized the Aromanians by their physiognomy, which reminded 
them of Roman legionnaires. The Greek writer Rangabe notices the 
same: “Comparing their physiognomy, height and character, one 
can see that they have a Latin origin.” (123) 

i pains, the surrounding people, the Serbs, the Bulgarians, 
iy S more refined. Many women have a mat skin, 
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like that of the Italians, anq beaut; 
expression of meek irony.” (124) “autiful eyes, with a unique 
The German general Colmar Frei 
; reiherr yo : , 
too: “The women are short, very brave, i ee Buk 
intelligent physiognomy.” (125) ener ces 


Thus, despite their tendenc es 
ohysiognomy betrays: them: a one Aromanians’ 
happens in the diaspora of other ferment-people i iii ie 
Armenians, when they try to imitate. It is not the eaatiie i 
present Greeks, because, as we have seen, they are more of a 
mixture or conglomerate of races that are not fully combined. 

Besides their physiognomy, the Aromanians distinguish 
themselves also through their intellectual and moral qualities, 
which, as we have see, are also noticed by various ethnographers 
and travelers. And these qualities often ruin their tendency for 
mimesis. 

Having all these qualities, it was natural for the Aromanians 
living in the diaspora to distinguish themselves and to represent a 
kind of aristocracy within superior bourgeoisie. Thus, a 
characteristic of social life, different from that of the shepherd they 
had in their native regions, adds to the moral and physical 
characteristics, which differentiate them. “At the middle of the last 
century, the Greek-Tzintzars formed a kind of aristocracy in 
Belgrade - Dr. D.I. Popovici writes.” A Serbian writer describes 
them as “the salt of the earth”. They managed all the great 
industries, trade and especially banks. In common language, eae 
Aromanians (the Tzintzars) were called “noble and clean ,W A 
the Serbians were called “rude.” Not all the agape aie 
manufacturers, traders and speculators greedy for eh nea a 
were also great heroes amoné oes ig ae itd famous 
mountaineer shepherds, not phe seals Balkan Peninsula. 
belonging to other ethn ie ave given a lot of soldiers 
Regarding the Serbs, it is sure that Sl Gen since the beginning 
and heroes for the cause of Serbians’ Ii 
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ndependence. Tzintzar Jancu and Tzintzar 
selves in the Biss aie 5 
an without education and h 
Caragheorghe (126) was a e were all Greek or Axomantae 
needed writers and interpreters W ded by Tzj 

Milosh Obrenovici (127) was surrounded DY Azintzars, 

Se aha late his counselors. (128) 

who had a great influence as aeaanel 
This can be explained by the fact that the individuals belonging 

to sober and reasonable people are better administrators than those 

belonging to luxurious and extravagant environments. 

“After Serbia has been freed - Cvijic writes - the Aromanians, 

most of them wealthy, realized the needs of the future. Their 
children had gone to school more often than the Serbian children 
did. Thus, many of the first Balkan intellectuals were Aromanians, 
Serbian-Aromanians or Bulgarian-Aromanians (in Bulgaria). All 
the Aromanians assimilated by the Slavs had come more or less 
recently from the central regions. In Siberia, for example, many 
politicians had this origin. There are also a lot in the new 
generation. There were several Serbian Prime Ministers of mixed 
Serbian-Aromanian origin. Later on, the intellectuals of national 
origin pushed the Serbian-Aromanians or the 
Bulgarian-Aromanians more or less in the background.” (129) 

A similar phenomenon happened in the other countries where 
there was a Romanian diaspora. As the other ferment-people (Jews, 
Armenians, Greeks), who adjust to the people among whom they 
activate, the Aromanians, “with their practical spirit, standing by 
the most powerful” - as S.I. Popovici noticed - basically tried to 
satisfy their thirst for power through indirect influences. This fact 
irritated the natives. This is why, although the Aromanians from the 


of the fight for national i 
Marcu distinguished them 


diaspora - we refer to the ones fr 
ferment also in the field of g 
(which was not the case wit 
Armenians), they were noti 
characteristics, 


om the Balkan countries - were a 
uns, as promoters of revolutions 
h the Greeks, the Jews and the 


Nga ced only for their speculative 
which is annoying in itself. : 
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ABITING PEOP 
DENIGRATE THE AROMANIANS i 


We have seen that Jirecek mentions th 
which replaced Viach in case of the Serbs and the Bulgarians, 
contained a certain meaning of mockery. Many a times, this term 
means miserly. The same happened with the Jewish diaspora, 
where the term “Jew” has many pejorative connotations, among 
which also “miserly”. The sedentary people, who confront less with 
uncertainty, do not take into consideration that this exaggerated 
thrift, which is called “Yankees’ (pioneers’) spirit” in the United 
States, can produce the capital tools for economical and social 
progress. Besides this, the natives’ dislike towards the diaspora, 
which ferments them is the contradiction related to the basic law of 
the territory, according to which every nation must live on its own 
territory. 

This dislike manifested under various forms becomes greater as 
the intruding elements become richer. And it diminishes as these 
elements are assimilated. 

As Gustav Weigand notices, “The most important roles, which 
the Aromanians play will make the other cohabiting people dislike 
them.” (130) 

This dislike or hate is sometimes so great, as It darkens the 
scientific objectivity of the most distinguished scholars of the 
respective nations, as we have seen above (see supra), like Bors 
who contests any tradition of state related to Aromanians, and also 
asserts that they have “the mentality of the oppressed eat a 
fearful.” D.I. Popovici could not escape this influence either, 

: ientific objectivity. These 
al his tendency towards the perfect sc beset eee 
errors may be caused by the fact that ne hes eokanunten 
Aromanian is more and more frequent. ie hle;»practicalcand 
traditions and became more and more mercantile, 


i imself. 
preoccupied only for himse 
Aromanian traders, like any oth 


at the term Tzintzar, 


er traders, having a mercantile 
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djustment rather than danger. The fact that 
ults from a particular vision on life, from g 
phy. This does not mean lack of 


philosophy, look for a 
they dislike danger res 
utilitarian and positivist philoso 


courage. , sit di 
Cvijic’s and sometimes Popovici’s contradictory statements are 


so obvious, that Oscar Randi looks for a psycho-analytical 
explanation, namely a double personality determined by their racial 
mixture: “The double personality set in motion by a Serbian brain 
does not succeed in overcoming their Aromanian blood.” (131) 

Sometimes the Aromanian scholars’ scientific objectivity tends 
to reveal especially the flaws, because they do not want to give the 
impression that they take the Aromanians’ side. Maybe this is the 
case with Dr. D.I. Popovici. When sense or any Serbian interest 
prevails, Cvijic, as we have seen, forgets the statements made in 
relation to other countries and present the Aromanians in the most 
unfavorable light. (132) 

We shall reproduce below some other biased appreciations of 
his, in order to see how various the wrong statements or 
insinuations are. 

“The hunt for fortunes, continuous rabota, dominates their 
activities. No means is illegal for them if it brings profit: it is said 
that they even prefer dishonest, illegal means. Only their lack of 
courage prevents them from moving forward. Most of them are 
ruthless usurer. Most of them are exaggeratedly parsimonious and 
stingy. They will give up the basic things in life for years to make a 
fortune. Since they emigrated in the free countries, these 
tee have diminished, but there is a particularity that 
Pre ee rere muvee! oF) 
them always be remarked i nage Sa 
qicpsistuteantonen and talked about. It comes together with 

5 ency of character. Despi 
very witty and from this point of vi Snip Ue ae 
group among the Balkan peo le Ties aN ay remarkable 
mentioned above preserved ig - the groups of Slavic Aromanians 
1S mentality, but it is less visible than 
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in case of pure Aromani 
taste for what is bsaiate waite pe ae Greek-Aromanians’ 
national feeling is often undecided or lve seas Still, their 
by any kind of instinct. This can eka ae eon nunc 
Bulgarian Aromanians: they hesitate in ti Sgt Bou ve 
Pe mes of great historical 
crisis; and when they act, they often do it in a 
manner.” (133) Poor, confusing 
Of course, sobriety and sometimes an exaggerated parsimony 
characterize the Aromanians, as it is the case with almost all the 
businessmen from the diaspora, to whom money is everything: 
work, safety, power etc. Many of Cvijic’s statements are true for 
any bourgeoisie, especially when they are being established, when 
necessary capital accumulates only through economy and 
parsimony. The businessmen’s economical spirit, sometimes turned 
into avarice, must not be judged from the point of view of ordinary 
people. Money is for businessmen not only the guarantee of an easy 
life, but also the possibility to have a higher social rank. The 
bourgeois’ fortune means power, fame, glory, which are a 
fundamental human desires. However, unlike other ferment-people, 
the Aromanians have this utilitarian mentality only until they 
become rich. Afterwards, their original idealism and altruism 
appear. 
The philanthropists originating in the Aromanian diasopra - as 
we have seen for all cohabiting nations - and to a greater extent 
than in case of other ferment-people are an eloquent proof in this 
respect. The Serbs themselves benefited largely. “In these regions, 
the greatest philanthropists of our people in were Aromanians - Dr. 
D.1. Popovici writes. It seems hard to find an important cultural or 
humanitarian institution to which these people or their descendents 
have not contributed as founders or important donors. Moreover, 
i ber of our national philanthropists has 
we believe that the number | d from the Serbian 
decreased since the Aromanians disappeare 


° 2? 134 : rf : 
ficaeald ae ple proof, which states that this Tzintzars 
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Bee a tosandouk tle expression of Medinranean aS) IS not at 
all “sterile”, since it means donations or other people. 

in what regards their not risking in business, which Cyiji 
imputes to the Aromanians, as well as their activities being limited 
to the Balkan region, very well known realities deny it. The huge 
fortunes (see the above chapters) of the Aromanian traders oy 
bankers were gathered, as we have seen, in Austria-Hungary, 
Italian cities, Egypt, Marseille and Moscow. (135) 

Cvijic’s comments about the Aromanians or the Slavic group 
of Aromanians: “they hesitate in times of great historical crisis; and 
when they act, they often do it in a poor, confusing manner, 
because there is no instinct to guide them”, mean that the dual 
personality has also a collective characteristic. If in the case of 
mixed elements, this could also be an interior contradiction caused 
by the divergent tendencies of the national components, thins are 
different with pure Aromanians. 

Perhaps the profound Aromanian instinct itself, acting in the 
subconscious, tends to prevent the latter from being totally 
involved in the national cause of some collectivities they fell 
strange to. This could be the case as Cvijic himself notices the 
tendency of the intellectuals of national origin to push “the 
cones ns a the Bulgarian-Aromanians more or less in 
esta curanans,. heft ar who have the tendency to 
but Roar ihe eynee a Pe ate Balkan solidarity, have come 
HOW bis Te tent ts of all these people. Thus, no matter 

st or thirst for glory (the vanity to distinguish 


themselves) would have b ae 
e : , 
strengthen the p en, their instinct made them hesitate to 
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because the diff git have been more acute in the Slav state, 
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For these superior ideals, the 
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aE dying in compact or dispersed groups, in their native 
places or In diaspora, more or less denationalized, have fought 
sacrificing their lives and fortunes. Their enthusiasm in crucial 
moments, above any individual interest, proves that there were not 
only realistic calculations, but a more profound instinct than 
circumstances. 

From this point of view, as N. Iorga writes, “the Aromanians’ 
struggle does not mean to them a struggle for another world and 
language, but for the emancipation they have been waiting for so 
much and the defeating of the voracious and brutal Turks... It was 
a fight for the cross and Christian independence.” (137) 

Thus, while hesitations represented a feeling of aloofness 
towards the people who, having awoken, they were moving within 
strict and egocentric limits, the revolutionary heroes’ and generous 
philanthropists’ enthusiasm represented a more profound reality. If 
for the Aromanians living in their native mountain regions this 
abnegation expressed itself in heroic guerilla fights, for the 
Aromanians living in diaspora it manifested under the form of 
social and cultural establishments, which contributed to the 
spiritual raising of the cohabiting people. 

Despite all this, the Aromanians’ reward was their denigration 
by some of the most enlightened people. This tendency will turn to 
paroxysm when political passions will intervene - as we shall see in 
the next chapter. 

As we have noticed, the Aromanians’ characteristic of 
ferment-people is general, and does not belong only to the elites. 
No matter the environment, be it the most modest one, the 
Aromanian is a lively and active element, both from the point of 
view of his actions and ideas. Sometime, Jacques Maritain 
described the Jews as “the people who do not let the others sleep. 
Maintaining the proportions, the same might be said about the 
Aromanians compared to the cohabiting people. The ee is 
that the Aromanians are more generous than all ns a e 

ferment-people that we have mentioned. Perhaps an expla 
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ly in the middle of nature, which does 
s impulses, the yee ee a great 

; ‘ ike the Phanariot Greeks or the 
vitality, pa bana vets lived for centuries in ghettoes and 
or even parasite tendency originates In this lac of vigor. The 
Aromanians, living for centuries in an urban diaspora, would have 
undergone such a process in time. Such symptoms, like avarice, 
fear, egoism, exaggerated by certain ethnographers, may be 
considered the signs of this evolution. The fresh elements from the 
mountains have delayed this somehow fatal altering process. 

This is why their generous impulses crushed the crust of urban 
life and manifested in great philanthropic acts, which all the 
cohabiting people benefited from. 

The realistic mentality of “rabota”, which does not mean “only 
physical labor, but also selling or purchasing, agreements, contract, 
frauds, in a word everything related to profit; it also signifies the 
means of avoiding hard and difficult work” (138) and which some 
people reproach to them, will prevail in the end over their original 
altruism. 

The Aromanian energy will stimulate al the tendencies, from 
pure idealism to strict realism. The Aromanians’. mental valences, 
complex because of the geography, historical evolution and social 
life they had from the beginning, will acquire new traits and 
nuances. This polyvalence emphasized in the diaspora by the 
contact with various foreign people, increases its ferment power, 
without altering its native characteristics. 


If for the native regions the popu! ti : 
celnics (an old institut pobY atjons.of shepherdsyguledsby 


ion - see supra n.t, h 
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people managing all sorts of busi 
and active and they are the usual j 
Balkan Peninsula, where they pl 
on the coasts.” (140) 


Only the native elements from the mountains, the expression of 
the environment, with a powerful tradition as shepherds and 
haidouks, could play such as role in such eccentric regions, 
occupied by a variety of people. Being familiar with the language 
and the psychology of these people, the Aromanians could adjust 
and imitate, wearing the respective costumes, in order to 
accomplish the most difficult missions on the insecure routes of the 
Balkan Peninsula. “The Jews and the Greeks, good traders, took no 
risk regarding their business, capitals and life in such insecure and 
dangerous conditions and regions; they did not have the skills for 
speaking the Balkans’ language correctly and with a natural accent: 
they did not have the courage and the ability to solve difficult 
situations from the regions isolated from the big towns and the 
shores of the seas.” (141) The same can be said about the 
Armenians related to the Balkan region. 

This is why the Aromanians, having multiple functions in the 
social and political life of the Balkan Peninsula, became an 
enduring ferment among the people from this region and, at the 
same time, acted as catalysis for their social, economical and 
political life. Among the variety of people, the Aromanians 
diaspora was a factor of progress and vital equilibrium. Besides the 
native characteristics and all the historical interpenetrations, the 
Balkan people differentiated substantially by their ee - 
way of life. The Aromanians and the Albanians represente - 
mountain-pastoral element, the Greeks - the ae oe 
adventurous element, and the Slavs - the Ee ee fe 
Because of the more eccentric than peer t = nation ate 
the maritime element, the Aromanians nae to > nice 

: t, which is static by its own Tun 
agricultural-sedentary elemen , dan essential part in the 
This is why the Aromanians have playe 
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tions of the last two centuries. 
which had a more military and fiscal 


political and social sao 
The Turkish domination, th the Nation and created indirectly 


: religion with the 
nature, mixed a d national independence. 


= tol n e 
that spirit of religious a ues Ancel writes - there was a triple 


“ : century - Jacq . y 
ae liberation of the Balkan people. F irst, it was an 
rellectull revolution. Almost all the Balkan revolutions were 


i Revival. This intellectual revolution has g 
Wi pone wee hand, the ideas of the French revolution 
penetrated the Balkan Peninsula; the Balkans who had lived in 
France brought revolutionary ideas in the Peninsula, like Corai ang 
Rigas in Greece. On the other hand, the Yugoslavs and the 
Romanians imitated Western romanticism at the middle of the 
XIX" century, when individuals like Vuk Karadzic and Gaj 
appeared in Yugoslavia and Kogalniceanu in Romania. 

The second was a political revolution. It began through a 
rebellion of the Mountain: the Serbian crisis began through the 
rebellion of Sumadija, the Greek crisis through the Moreea 
rebellion and the Bulgarian crisis, much later, through the Balkan 
rebellion. 

The third is an agrarian revolution, whose elements, modest in 
the beginning, appeared almost everywhere.“ (142) 

As we have seen, the Aromanians, through their intellectuals 
and armatols like Riga Fereu, Tzintzar Marcovitch, George 
Olimpiotul, Colocotroni etc., had an important role in the first two 
phases of the revolutions from the Balkan Peninsula. They were not 
involved in the third phase, the agrarian revolution, which was 
based on peasant elements living in the plain. This was due to the 
fact that they had no connections with the peasants’ interests in 
their native regions, moreover, they represented middle and high 
bourgeoisie, so there was even a conflict of interests. As we shall 
see in the next chapter, this fact will generate new tendencies for 


their denigration, especially j iani 
> y in the Slav state ism 
had become very political s, where agrarian 
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To conclude, all th 
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brighter they are the More favorable to i €s, which the 
scattering, will contribute to the; eir uprooting and 
individualism will determine th 
; : em t ‘ eae 
foreign regions, among gregari 9 look for their affirmation in 
divergences among their own 


ll make them sy 
; cces 
strangers, far away from their native regions. ray ane 


N. lorga writes that, “this continuous 
elements and ordinary people May be an explanation for the 
decadence - which we consider transitory - which had affected one 
of the oldest, gifted and pleasant people of old Europe.” (143) 

This fatal process could not be stopped even afier the 
beginning of national awakening. The Aromanians’ preference for 
living in the diaspora, caused by the reasons mentioned above, 
made the Romanian schools, which were meant to contribute to the 
establishment and consolidation of the Aromanian urban life, real 
centers of expatriation in Romania.. 

Living in the diaspora will be successful, but, at the same time, 
it will also mean loss of blood and intelligence, with consequences, 
which may be fatal for their ethnical existence itself. However, 
their excessive tendency towards mimesis will make the 
identification of their national origin even more difficult. 


division among superior 
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Iv. FUTURE PERSPECTIVES FOR 
THE AROMANIANS 


fate of the ferment people resembles that of 
h disappear after fecundation. Generally 
of these people is great, through the stimulus 
ting culture and civilization, but it is also 
e diasporas will be overwhelmed 


It seems that the 
the creatures, whic 
speaking, the mission 
represented by promo 
unpleasant. Sooner or later, all th 


by the surrounding people. : : 
The disappearance of the Greek diaspora (the colonies along 


the Pontic or the Mediterranean seashores) proves that not even the 
most exceptional people, deeply aware of their own value (“all that 
‘s not Hellenic is barbarian”), cannot escape this fatal and somber 
fate. Not even the colonies that came during the Phanariots, 
continuously revitalized with new emigrants from continental 
Greece or from the islands, could escape this fate. It is the same 
with the Armenian diaspora, which has been spread for centuries in 
the Moldavian burgs towards Lemberg. The same happened with 
the Italian colonies from the Middle Ages (Venetians, Genoese 
etc.) and the diaspora from the modern times, always overwhelmed 
by the mixture of people of the two Americas. Anyway, the urban 
characteristic of all the diasporas, make them be invaded by the 
surrounding people from the countryside or from the mountains. 
aces eee 2h for example, the population of a big city like 
ai ince, oe Syed Pars ina pis ae 

: untry represents a sical an 
intellectual hemorrhage for the respective people. ea He Jewish 
Ty experience, strengthened by _ its 
ae eure mentary practical teachings 
nie einforce it in the middle of other 
€ danger of disappearance. Thus, 
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i ’ to cr ate their own statute. In other words, 
this means the reintegration in the natural law of the land, in order 
for the Jewish people not to be a stimulus anymore (poison, if in 
big quantities, according to some) for other people, but a creator of 
its own values. 

In a recent conference held in Boston, the Israeli Prime 
Minister, Ben Guiron, said, “In exile, we continued to live by our 
hearts and souls, within our biblical heritage, but we did not create 
anything new and we just multiplied the interpretations and the 
interpretations of the interpretations, the explications and the 
explications of the explications of our precious writings. Our 
spiritual life and our material life, too, became humble and limited. 
And, when at the beginning of modern revival, a huge vulture - 
Baruh Spinoza - occurred and went up to heaven through the power 
of his mind, he was rejected by his country and had to express 
himself in a foreign language and enlighten the strangers. This does 
not mean that our creativity has vanished - if it had been the case, 
we couldn’t have preserved our identity under these awful 
circumstances - but the roots of a people’s identity had been cut: 
the land of the country and independence.” (144) 

This proves that if a nation does not have its own state - an 
organism, which Hegel considered divine - it cannot have a 
national history, as the contribution, on every level, is made under a 
foreign aegis. 

The same process happened with the Aromanians, but at a 
lower degree. Many of their elites were used up for other people. 
Perhaps their idealist mountaineers’ impulses and some structural 
activities with the South-Eastern people turned their heterogeneity 
into a more positive stimulus, which had two sides, influenced by 
their thirst for glory: 1. as traders - philanthropists and 2. as 
haidouks - revolutionaries. The Aromanians’ tragedy is that 
historical vicissitudes that broke their territorial unity made ae ‘ 
diaspora even in their native regions. This could not be considere 
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a characteristic weakness, 


populations that invade 
Metapan Cape had disap 
toponyms behind. 


The enclaves scattered all over the Balkan Peninsula - as we 


. : : n ethnical submersion out of which 
ee Se Ae oie lasted. Migration prevented these 
ane from being filled in and the territorial unity (mountain-field) 
from being reestablished as it was prior to the barbarian invasions, 

Obviously, reestablishing the unity by repatriating the 
Aromanian diaspora is difficult, as the experience of Israel proves, 
despite all the special conditions that the Jewish diaspora have had 
over the last decades. It is even harder, if not impossible, for other 
diasporas to solve this problem, which did not have an isolating 
element (religion), as the Jews did, and therefore can be more 
easily assimilated by the people among which they live. They will 
be even more resistant to the idea of repatriation. 

In case of the ferment people, even when the repatriation took 
place, it would be very difficult if not impossible for the repatriated 
people to live together. New reasons will add to the initial ones, 
which caused the emigration (the poor land, the exaggerated 
individualism, thirst for glory etc.), namely the inherent 
transformations undergone in foreign environments, with different 
mentalities, which will worsen the sterile divergences and make the 
unity of the repatriated people even harder. 

Besides these, the shortcomings caused by the fact that the 
function of ferment specialized the elements from the diaspora in 
certain supplementary or “unproductive” occupations such as 
traders, artisans, publicists etc., will be deeply felt. It will be very 
hard for all these people to choose from a narrower range of 
occupations, which the national territory offers them. 

Under the current political, economical and __ social 


circumstances, we cannot even think about the repatriation of the 


Aromanian diaspora or the scattered enclaves back to their native 
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occupation, raising cattle, cause Oe 


d by the expropriation of i 

the plains. 
The phenomenon of abandoning such regions, which ie pices 
wherever industrial development altered the individual income 


began to manifest itself also in the hilly or mountain regions 
occupied by Aromanians. 

Thus, there is the danger of an exodus much greater than the 
excess of population, which can lead to the diminishing or even the 
disappearance of the Aromanian sources of life. 

Under such circumstances, one can say that there is no way 
back to the native regions for the Aromanian diaspora - which is 
left of it. This diaspora will have to go on the fatal road to 
assimilation, as it has done so far. 

Of course, its characteristics will prevail for a long time, until 
they have been completely assimilated by the foreign 
environments. As Cvijic writes about the Slav countries from the 
Balkan Peninsula, “The Aromanians or the Slavic Aromanians are 
very vivid and therefore truly remarkable among the Balkan 
populations from this point of view. The Slavic Aromanian groups, 
more than the other Slavs, have a certain taste, the 
Greek-Aromanian taste for the beautiful, for things well done, even 

modern.” : ; 

The surviving of the Aromanian diaspora will be due not e its 
language, but to its characteristics (positive or negative), which are 

s remarkable. a aat 
ate natives’ hostility will also prevail in this seas eae 
intensity and ways of manifestation will se eet 
structure of the state, especially of the political ideology. 
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A. WITHIN THE NATIONAL BOURGEOIS STATE 


ious chapter the ee more or less 
: the native people towards the 
manifested on a social level of Arar hatte Eanes 
Aromanians from the diaspora, W aie also the tend 
blic or private life. At the same time, it was pao 
public them with native elements both in the cultural and 
he This tendency caused divergences from the very 
nine of the national awakening, as we shall see. The fight will 
become more acute when the agrarian or eae pos © of the 
national revolution begins and after the national unification of the 
various Balkan states. The antagonism between the provinces will 
have a special role in capturing and using this social hostility. 

The envy of the cohabiting people increased also by the 
“Tzintzars” complex of superiority will allow the speculations in 
public life, especially on a political level, related to the 
controversies between various provinces. It will be easy to make 
these speculations, as the Aromanians’ situation itself of well to do 
bourgeois attracts in itself the aversion of the poor people. 

In the Croatian-Serbian antagonism, the passionate Croat 
leader Radici presented the Serbian leaders as 
“Tzintzar-Koutzovlach” as “verdorbene Intelligenz” (corrupt 
intelligence). “We, who know what government and administration 
mean in the modern sense of the word, - he told to a Western 
journalist - are governed not really by Serbs, but by Tzintzars, by 
Koutzo-Vlachs, half Greek, half Levantine, the descendents of the 
people to whom the Turks used to assign more or less important 
works and who inherited from their ancestors the habits of 
arbitrary, favoritism and corruption.” (145) 

This hostility towards the Aroma 
are recognized as being the ones wh 
Austrian-Hungarian domination. 
writes - who have a Serbian-Ort 
influenced by their church, w 
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nians persists even when they 
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Budapest.” (146) 


After the creation of the Croat state, the new leaders, driven by 
religious hatred, have taken drastic measures against the “Vachs” 
although they were denationalized for many generations. (147) 

During the last war, the “Vlachs”, banished in the Croat state 
and revolutionary by tradition, have distinguished themselves in the 
partisans’ war. Their influence, as well as that of the elements of 
Aromanian origin, increased so much after the creation of the 
Yugoslav Popular republic, as even in our time the Croats consider 
Tito as an instrument of the Serbian imperialism manipulated by 
these “Tzintzars”. These discriminations according to the 
Aromanian origin of many elements from the Yugoslav public life 
caused reactions even in the world of scientists. 

“The Aromanians (the Tzintzars) - Dr. D.I. Popovici writes - 
(n.n. he refers to the ones living in the diaspora) mingled with us a 
long time ago; their destiny is so connected to ours, as any allusion 
made to their descendents regarding their origin will be a pity and a 
meanness.” (148 ) 

This scientific point of view had to be seen also like a tendency 
of defending the Aromanian origin of its category, as the tendency 
for mimesis can also be seen in the eagerness to look for the 

intzars’ flaws or to exaggerate them by any means. am 
a is a phenomenon similar to the “overlapped red ke 
Romania, when the politicians form the attached sees ae an 
First World War were fighting against “the sgh a ae 
Kingdom”, although there was an cee a : 
namely their Sia ae ata ene has not gone 

a ape arn he ‘ d. the Aromanians living in 
to political speculations. on Sate ne On the other hand, the 
diaspora were fewer than in Yugosiavia. 
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, and more homogenous from an 
ious point of view (except for the Turks), does not 

antagonisms maintained and generated by 
flicts. They became partially independent much 
5 and had territorial claims in Thrace and Greek 
donia, which did not favor this kind of sterile 
agitations. The numerous and influent Macedonian-Bulgarian 
emigrants, with a practical and realistic structure influenced by the 
ian type described by Cvijic, made the position of 


central Aromani Su fe 
Tzintzars with the same origin less visible. Another reason was the 


concern not to hurt the susceptibility ofa population that was very 
important for the demographic balance of the claimed Macedonia. 
And perhaps there was no interest to remind the Bulgarian elements 
especially of a nation, which claims the paternity of the second 
Bulgarian Empire, which the Bulgarians deny so obstinately. The 
hostility towards the “Tzintzars” was more implicit and did not go 
over the social aspect previously mentioned. 

The same attitude - but sometimes for opposite reasons - can 
also be noticed with the Greeks. The fact that the Aromanian 
groups are more compact in Greece nowadays, in regions called a 
long time ago Great Walachia (Thessaly, Pindus), Little Walachia 
etc., determines the Greeks not to insist on the Aromanians’ 
allogenic origin and to assign them a clean “Hellenic” native 
origin. The territorial claims over the regions from Northern Greece 
(Thessaly, Epirus, Macedonia and Thrace), where the Greek 
erates would have been a minority without the Aromanians’ 
Satie ane ae os speculation of anti-vlachism on a 
este ce he : eginning of the last century, during the 
Aroatteneaee te pendence and in the decades until the 

n of national awakening, there were some 
anti-vlach tendencies, especially from th i 

e Phanariot leaders. 

e en the Armatol Captain Odisea 
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the cross and banishing the pegans.” 
senting Ea Sirs ni same difficulties when trying to 
lation on a political ‘ ata Ply eos aghig Spa 
pte drawal Wak see al level appeared again especially after the 
i ause of the micro-Asian refugees, brought to 
Greece after the exchange of population with Turkey, according to 
the Lausanne Treaty (1923). 

The reaction of the “natives” was such, as the president of the 
Greek Academy, the archeologist scholar Keramopulos stated that 
“the Vlachs had been perhaps the purest Hellenes”, during a 
famous conference entitled “Who are Koutzo-Vlachs”, held in an 
ad-hoc meeting of the Greek Academy, in the presence of the King 
and important officials. (150) 

The hostility or the pressure will be of a more social origin in 
this country, too. Especially the urban Aromanian elements 
(namely the bourgeoisie) feel this pressure, which in the beginning 
imposes mimesis and then denationalization. As Edmond Bouchie 
de Belle writes, “In what regards the urban bourgeoisie, its habits 
and principles were almost entirely influenced by Hellenism, 
because of the contact with the Greeks, the leaders of the markets: 
they speak Romanian only within their families; undoubtedly, this 
is the consequence of the tight commercial solidarity, which links 
the Greeks; in order to benefit from it, they have to assimilate 
completely in their communities, and to forget as much as possible 
about their foreign origin. Moreover, the Greeks preserve the 
contempt for this origin in what regards the new comers. “You 
consider me a Valach shepherd” is a peremptory answer for one of 
the Ulysses’ descendants, which leave. no room for other 
comments. The rich Vlach does not allow such contempt for 
anything in the world. This is why he protests quite furiously with 
his Hellenism.” (151) 

Of course, as we have seen fro 
appreciations do not shatter their 
“among themselves, the Aromanian 


m Weigand’s statements, these 
belief in their own race, as 
s are proud of their origin.” But 
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primitive, @ om the diversified towns, although ve 


at bourgeoisie fr at 
to eae concealed, impedes the establishing of that 


ethnical whole. 3 
Se nk to use the anti-Vlach tendencies has been done 


lately, during the Communist partisans’ ale whose Operations 
were based in the Pindus Mountains and which involved many 
Vlachs. However, this was only an act of circumstances, in order 
for the so-called Greek bourgeoisie to deny any responsibility 
towards the Western powers. The denationalizing instrument of 
pressure remains the encouragement of the contempt towards the 
Vlachs (although almost all their folk songs are about Walachia and 
the Vlachs), an action that is currently carried out deliberately even 
in schools or other public manifestations. ' 

In what regards the Albanians, their situation is special. Their 
conscience of the common origin with these half-Romanized 
Thracian-Illyrian tribes is rendered by the Albanian. proverb: 
»Vlach edhe schkyp Vla”, meaning “The Aromanian and the 
Albanian are like brothers.” (152) 

This turned into a platonic relation, after most of the Albanians 
have converted to Mohammedanism. Even when this conversion 
did not have deep roots, it succeeded in reinforcing the inherent 
antagonisms between “brothers” or relatives, through the more 
passionate (fanatic) nature of this religion. This made this 
antagonism to be more of an anti-Christian or anti-Orthodox, which . 


also comprised the Albanians from South Albani 
erall 
had pro-Greek feelings. ania, who generally 


aie ; . 
we this environment, the mountaineers’ tendencies for 
rigandage, who were used t 
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iene ig industry of plundering), were also a pretext for 
gaours”. These tendencies were inflated by the 
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Turkish domination, in order to destr 


/ Oy the Aromanian centers 
(Moschopolis etc.), these “beehives” as Pouqueville calls them, 
when the orthodox Tsars from Moscow, the “Christians? 
protectors”, began to plot against the Ottoman Empire. 


As a consequence of these historical circumstances, a situation 
somehow paradoxical appeared. Among the Albanians, the 
Aromanians, the only ethnical minority, are represented by the 
Moshopolis diaspora, which comprises the elite of a bourgeoisie 
that is being formed and the compact masses from the Muzakea 
plain who became almost serfs on the properties of the Turkish 
beys - a very unusual situation for the Aromanians. 

Because the Albanians obtained their political independence 
quite late (1913), there was no enough time for the antagonism to 
become political, as we saw that had happened with other Balkan 
people. This evolution was also obstructed by the fact that the 
Romanian country helped in every way at the establishment of the 
Albanian state, connected from the very beginning with the 
independence of the Aromanians living in the Pindus Mountains. 
(153) ; 

Anyway, the Albanian leaders’ did not manifest the aloofness 
they had before the war in public anti-Vlach attitudes, despite the 
more or less denationalized Aromanians’ conspicuousness in the 
public life of the newly created state. 

After the communization of Albania, where many elements of 
Aromanian origin - coming perhaps from the serfs on the beys 
lands - received key positions, the denunciation of their Vlach 
origin began. In this respect, the people in sacs eee a 
anti-Vlach political speculation. As it happened with the es 
this diversionist system is used in order to deny the respo sees 
related to the new political situation towards the Nee ae 

In the other South-European countries, satan . sesh 
region itself, where there Bees . ders eee 
(Austria-Hungary ete.), because the Pe ntagonisms manifested 
as Greeks, the characterizations an 
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e entire South-Eastern diaspora, irrespective of their 
lands or regions inhabited by Aromanians, 
d these considerations related to the different 
anti-Vlach attitudes, using a 
cal criterion, which is valid for all the 
their native regions or in the diaspora, 
without referring to the national awakening action from the last 
century, which involves only some of them. We shall speak about 
this in the second volume of this commemorative album. 

These considerations described the way the cohabiting people 
exert their pressure both on the Aromanians who speak their native 
language, in order to determine them to give up their nationality, 
and on the denationalized Aromanians, whose trace is not still 
completely lost. From this social point of view, which is more 
enduring, we shall have to judge the future perspectives of 
Aromanians living both in the diaspora and in their native regions. 

All these considerations were made within the national 
bourgeois state. This matter would not have been complete if we 


did not research, even hypothetically, the perspectives offered by 
an international-socialist state. 


globally for th 
native area: Phanar, 1S 
We have presente 
anti-Tzintzar or 
social-political-econom! 
Aromanians living In 


B. WITHIN THE INTERNATIONAL STATE 


Through their individualist, eccentric and energetic structure, 
where private initiative is the engine of public life, ferment people 
tend to have an organic aversion towards any form of state, which 
pia impede or suffocate, even if only by coordination, the 

eedom of thought and action. This aversion would be stronger 
towards the totalitarian Marxist states. h 
On the other hand, they have an also organic desire for a wider 


international environment i 
5 » whi 
physical obstacles ch means the removal of many 


prejudices that ina para ia eae age eS 
em - as we have seen - towards 
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imitations with their 


artes inherent c ; seee 
superiority. As with Fau omplexes of inferiority or 


st, two souls would fight i i i 
Ase ght in their bodies. 
The most eloquent example in this respect is the experience of the 


Jewish people, a ferment people par excellence, which embodied 
the bourgeoisie animated by the most exaggerated indivi B 

F ndividualism 
and, at the same time, foresaw the international Communism, 
UE) ast by the mOSe brutal gregariousness. Undoubtedly, the 
messianic vocation of this people is a particular and essential 
element for the coordination of these congenial contradictions. 

The experience gained from the Bolshevik revolution until 
nowadays proves that there was the tendency to convert the power 
that money (the capital) represents for the bourgeois society into 
the direct political power, by occupying the key positions within 
the international communist state. This experience is going on and 
it depends on so many certain and especially uncertain factors that 
a definite appreciation cannot be made. The same can also be said 
about Armenians who, because of the geographical location of their 
native country, have been influenced from the very beginning by 
the Bolshevik revolution. 

In what regards the Aromanians, their aspirations within the 
international environment became obvious since they have used the 
Ottoman Empire for their expansion in the diaspora where - as we 
have seen in the previous chapters - their public life actions had an 
international influence. 

If their bourgeois (“Tzintzar”) characteristic, which is 
practical-realistic, individualist and selfish, makes them hostile and 
reticent to being assimilated by an international communist state, 
the revolutionary mountaineers’ idealistic characteristic will 
determine them to be promoters of the same idea. Moreover, even 
the stable element from the diaspora endowed - as we have seen - 
with a great ability for adjustment, could convert the ne fin 
of money into direct political power. In this respect, t ee 
Popovici case, the current Yugoslav Minister of ee : be 
the descendant of a “Tzintzar” bourgeols fatty Coulee 
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example. 

These few consideratlo 
communist regimes, the fer 
bourgeois-liberal doctrine, even 
they can adjust. Despite the censors 


ns might suggest that during the 
ment-people, which embodied the 
though they suffer as a collectivity, 
hip of the “unhealthy origin,” 
the conversion of the economical power into ee power, 
through the positions occupied within the state, is facilitated by the 
fact that their leadership skills and initiative make them the more 
necessary the more complex the state structure is. In this respect, 
the Aromanians’ congenial idealism would smooth this operation a 
lot, if at the same time this “unruly” people’s desire for freedom 
would not make it hostile. S 

Taking these two aspects into consideration, one can appreciate 
better the Vlachs’ involvement in the social experiences and 
agitations that took place in the Balkan Peninsula over the last 
decades. Anyway, the Romanian diaspora, as an important 
bourgeois element, suffered a lot in the communist states. 

The Aromanians’ most appropriate international environment 
would be one generated by freedom, with no political divisions and 
cohabiting peoples’ chauvinist manifestations, which push them to 
a sterile imitation. This would be their historical duty, which they 
have accomplished more instinctively than consciously within the 
Balkan Peninsula. 

Among the sailor Greeks, the serf Slavs, the gunmen Albanians 
and the indolent Turks from the administration, the Aromanians, 
through their complex of qualities, were for the European Turkey 
the unifying element of Balkan cohabiting. This is why the 
tendency towards the unification of Europe, determined by 
eeonemical social and political needs, would correspond to the 
elle i ferment-people, and especially of the Aromanians, 

use it would offer them an even wider space for their activity. 


Even within an internati 
onal state fr. ote 
assumed that there wo amework, where it is 


uld be no kinds of i i 
vay, ? oppressions, which we 
saw that exist in the national State, the future perspectives for their 
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ee 


ethnical entity are stil] gloomy. 
Fate seems inevitable for th 
€ ferment people, irre i 
oe i, the state: national, bourgeois or aoa ies 
The function of ferment is a fatal : 
ality for the i 
this vocation. They are meant t ‘ feet ies 


© consume themselves from 
e . . . . . ce 
linguistic point of view, in order to fecundate others. 


C. PREDICTIONS REGARDING THE AROMANIANS’ 
FATE 


No matter how painful, we must recognize that the ethnical 
existence of the Aromanians becomes more critical every day. As 
we have shown in a previous chapter, the main reasons of this 
situation were: 

1. The continuous pressure the Slavs made in the North, which 
broke the unity of the Eastern Romance, through the dislocations in 
the plain and their demographic consequences; 

2. The powerful influence of the Greek culture in the South, 
which denationalized the Aromanian population and continuously 
absorbed its elites; 

3. The devastating influence of the Turkish Albanian tribes 
who, stirred by the Turkish domination, destroyed Moschopolis, 
where a purely Aromanian urban life had established, thus breaking 
the Aromanian backbone and territorial community. _ 

4. The damages caused in the Aromanian regions by the 
guerrilla fights against the “pagan, namely the Turkish 
domination, which begun in the XVIII century and ended in the 

Fe i i de. 
civil war that took place in Greece in the last decade. 

Despite all these concentric attacks, the Aromanians pe 

Id not have been so critical if the hadn’t have the quality, 
NOUN AD. i f ferment people. Their 

ich i at flaw at the same time, 0 fe 
which is a gre blood many a times for 

i idealism made them give their bloo 
inborn idealis : i tive unrest made them 
causes that were not theirs. Their crea 
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leading to those exoduses in the 
gnified a critical separation of the 
Another shortcoming specific to 
ly the migrations of the population from 
the countryside to the towns. This phenomenon Is fe nnected to the 
economical development of a country, as we have a . seen before: 
while the economy of a country Is developing, in € number of 
people involved in agriculture or breeding sheep decreases. Many 
political analysts, beginning with Benjamin Constant, who wrote 
more than one century ago, considered this migration to urban 
areas as a huge obstacle for the establishment of a balanced ruling 
class. One of our contemporaries, Oswald Spengler, considered this 
migration as a main cause of the decadence of the Western world. 
For the Aromanians, this shortcoming is also critical on an ethnical 
level: since the barbarians destroyed the urban settlements, they 
could not establish national cities and therefore the exceeding 
population and the exodus characteristic for our times push them to 
being assimilated in the heterogeneous urban conglomerates. 

But this would mean their ethnical disappearance, as this 
phenomenon is going on at the same time with the dryness of the 
springs in the mountains. This situation is even more critical as this 
phenomenon takes place irrespective of the structure of the state: 
national and democratic or communist totalitarian. 

Because all these adverse circumstances, many researchers 
consider that the Aromanians’ situations is endangered not only in 


their diaspora, but also in their native places, where more compact 
groups have survived. 


Elisee Reclus wrote in 1876: 


“Although very proud of their Latin origin..., they will become 
gradually Hellenes, because of the surroundings.” (154) 


“Without denying his nationality - Weigand writes in 1894 - on 


proud, because in the regions 
they are smarter and richer than the Slavs 
» he prefers to join the Greeks, because he 
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dissipate among other people, 
diaspora, which have always SI 
elites from the ordinary people. 


our times appeared, name 


the contrary, an Aromanian will be 
where they are living, 
and the Albanians; still 


SS 


lives among th : E 
alan (15s € Greeks and it would be useless to fight against his 

“This population is disappearing. . 
people.” (Cvijic) (156) 

“Half a million Vlachs or Aromanians wh 
Romania, on the shores of the Bulgarian Danube, the Serbian 
Timok, in the Macedonian and Pindus Mountains, speak 
Romanian: but here, overwhelmed by Greek and Slav, it is just a 
local idiom, with no civilizing national influence. It is one more 
proof of the very limited political role of the language.” (157) 

“The Koutzo-Vlachs from Macedonia - Meillet wrote in 1918 - 
separated by the Romanian kingdom, were not interested at all in 
preserving their Romanian language.” (158) 

And, finally, the Serbian Professor D.I. Popovici sees their fate 
decided after the division of the Balkan Peninsula in more national 
states, initiated by the Bucharest peace treaty (1913) and settled in 
the Paris treaty signed in 1919. 

“The world war - he writes in 1934 - solved the Aromanians’ 
problem. A few decades ago, they had to be considered as an 
ethnical group. They were estimated as being 100.000, 500.000 and 
even 1.500.000. During the Turkish domination, those Aromanians 
whose occupation was sheep breeding, could emigrate with their 
flocks from the Rhodope and Pindus Mountains to the Albanian 
shores and back, according to the season; the “Tzintzars” (n.n. in 
the sense of merchants) and the “Pecalbari” (n.n. temporary 
emigrants) could do business on a wide area. The establishment of 
national states made them assume the citizenship of the state where 
they happened to be. The dorders of the new siates were eye age 
on their ethnical territories. There are no more towns inha ‘ ‘ 
them; they are crowded on the heights oh pe eee 
(appollaiati), in steeply, empty, inaccessible and orten es 

: aie round ten, are divided betw 
villages. Their important colonies, arou arate 
ia. Albania and Bulgaria. The lay 
four states: Greece, Yugoslavia, 4. They may survive for 
the Aromanian ethnical group are numbered. [hey 
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- It is an almost uprooted 


O live outside Great 


———=—=———— 


ears, not more.” (1 59) 
After this division, 4 policy 


another 40-50 y of forced denationalization 


he means of a modern state (school, church, 


‘ d especially organized moves of 

mass-media etc.) and ©oP™ ; 
econ or infiltrations (colonizations), which broke even more 
as Aromanians’ ethnical unity, which. was quite affected by 


historical turbulences. — 
An attempt for ethnica 
through the colonization 1n 


belonged to Romania. 
The events that followed not only did they allowed the 


completion of this repatriation (which could note be concluded by 
its nature), but also the several thousands of colonized persons 
were spread all over Romania, for political reasons. 

Thus, the problem of their national (Romanian) awakening, 
which continued their vocation for diaspora by attracting the 
intellectuals to the Romanian countries, ended in dispersal, too, 
which prevented them from being bounded to the land. In this 
respect, the confession made by a Romanian intellectual brought up 
in Greek schools, Dr. Atanase, acquires dramatic meanings. He 
confessed to Gustav Weigand almost 30 years ago: “We, the 
Aromanians, are born under a bad sign.” (160) 

These are the perspective, which, sooner or later, threatens all 
the diasporas and all the people who, before becoming well 
established on their wide territory, they spread among other people 
because of their congenial impulses, fermenting and enlightening 
other people, according to their structure. This is a destiny one 
cannot fight against. : 
ad ear oF ation language Were the definite element 
eth ie efits € sromanians fate would have been 
ni exec the researchers have predicted. But, as 

, ality means not only language; the moral 


and intellectual qualitj 
(16!) qualities of the race are much more important.” 


followed, using all t 


| salvation was made after 1925-1935, 
Cadrilater (old Dobrogea), when it still 
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Besides, there is no nation, which 
in time, influenced by exterior elemen 
Aromanians, being so united from a 


only they would survive if they lost their language, but their 
nae as ferment people would be more evident all over 
Sout : astern Europe. Through better preserving the antique 
Thracian-Illyrian-Hellenic synthesis, to which the Latin 
pragmatism and, to a lesser extent, something from the Slav 
tendency to reverie added successively, as well as through the 
elements who have become denationalized in time all over the 
Balkan region, from Northern Slovenia and Hemus to the 
Peloponnesian Taiget, the Aromanians are, in fact, the common 
factor and the unifying element of the people from this European 
area. This fact, together with the kinship between most of the 
Carpathian Aromanians (Dacian-Romanians), may enliven that 
Balkan unity, which - as we have shown (162) - could make use of 
the so many treasures of spirit and thought that genuinely enrich 
the soul of these people. As Renan wrote, in the modern times “it 
takes thirty or forty million people to produce a great poet, a 
genius; this would be very difficult for a society of five or six 
million people. A genius is born out of recombined, purified, 
pressed, distilled, and concentrated people. A small planet would 
not have a genius.“ 

The Greek miracle itself was no exception. If the antique 
realities were better analyzed, one would see that Hellenic was the 
term used for the thoughts and feelings of all the Balkan 
Thracian-Illyrian populations, where the Greek poets and 
philosophers used to come for inspiration, many of them OFS a 
product of the combination with these people. From a 
perspective, the Aromanians’ sacrifice (,donnant gencreuseney af 
tous, ils se sont dissous” - D.I. Popovici) will acquire : ete 
profound meaning, Thus, the united Balkan people Ire 
in the historical process of the European unity, Wile q Ie will 
and the Aromanians’ vocation of ferment peop 


has not changed its language 
ts. From this perspective, the 
biological point of view, not 


present times; 
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ea, for everybody’s good, as their 
d creative nature requires them to, 
inguish themselves - as we have 
ey were denationalized - by their 
«the salt of the earth” - to use the 


manifest itself on a wider ar 
practical, but also idealistic an‘ 
The Vlachs will continue to dist 
seen, also in the regions where th 


own way of being. They will be 


‘no of the cohabiting people. 
ae Thinking straight, the situation Is not desperate. The force of a 


nation may be _ huge. Especially when it is damned ih 
disappearance. It bursts out and, if the circumstances are right, it 
can change the history. The Aromanians must not lose their hope! 
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CONCLUSION 


All the fact presented in thi 
follows: in this paper may be synthesized as 


1. All the ethnographers and the histori ; 
South-Eastern European people een a ey 
people of the Aromanians (Macedo-Romanians) who, evan sag 
SnEER rae ae oe of the cohabiting people, in 

: initiators o i 
founders of establishments etc. SA leg REP ERE 

Zi This dynamic, generous and practical impulse was 
transmitted to the Aromanians first of all by the racial 
characteristics inherited from the Thracian-Illyrians, disciplined 
afterwards by the pragmatism of the Latin influences and improved 
for almost two thousand years by the same centrifugal and cantonal 
geographical environment, specific to the Balkan Peninsula, which 
also favors excessive individualism. 

3. The ups and downs of history, which divided and scattered 
them before they have become a new people, hunting them in the 
mountains, prevented them from living in the urban areas from the 
plains, which are the pillars of nay state. on the other hand, the 
pressure of the Slav masses, the harasses of the Albanian and 
Turkish gangs and the continuous influence of the famous 
Hellenic-Byzantine culture made it difficult for them to recreate 
their territorial unity and establish their own lasting political units. 

4. Their natural fertility in the mountains that are difficult to 
access, the tribal endogamy in an austere family life, the freedom 
they have always enjoyed, their peregrinations with the flocks ot 
sheep or with the caravans all over the Balkan Peninsula, ; e 
infertile soil and the nostalgia of the lost wellbeing, their ea 
power and glory, made them stronger and guided their na 
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diaspora. 
F penetrating and making themselves 


nvironments characteristic to 
a variety of people, made the 


e wide space of 
5. The difficult fight 0 
in the various ¢ 


lated by ; 
South-Eastern Europe, popu into a flexibility, which sometimes 


energy to th 


conspicuous 
i 

A Se ation with whom they lived with. 
scences of pastoral life - stimulated 
s for quality occupations. 

idealist and enthusiastic nature, 
characterized by thirst for glory and combined with the traders’ 
calculated nature, but not altered by them, as it is the case with 
other ferment people, made them sincere admirers of the national 
‘deals of the various people, especially Balkan (Greeks, Albanians, 
Serbians and Bulgarians) to whom they feel instinctively connected 
both by their common Thracian-Illyrian origin and by the masses of 
Aromanians merged with these people. 

7. The continuous ethnical degradation together with the 
unfavorable political circumstances appeared after the Balkan wars 
(1913) and aggravated by the two world wars not only did they 
accelerated their denationalization because of a chauvinist policy 
that was inaugurated then, but they also made harder their 
movements on a wider space, requested by their vocation for living 
in the diaspora. 

8. As a ferment people, language was not essential for the 
Aromanians, but the consistency of their characteristic spiritual 
nature, therefore they will be able to survive and accomplish their 
mission speaking other languages, too, as it is the case with the 
denationalized Vlachs from Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria and Aibania. 

9. In the new historical phase, the Aromanians’ international 
Vectd Geidllyf Gh fGen the last centuries, when it was the main 
Bata ihe outh-Eastern Europe and the West, both for the 

Spiritual goods, may be of help to the Balkan unity 


and its integration j ; 3 ; 
mee ae gration in the big European unity, as required by the 


Aromanians turn the 
becomes the imitation 0 he 
Avoiding hard work - remini 
their intelligence and initiative 

6. The mountaineers 
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10.In general - 


despite the difficult ethnical situati 
; c s 
when the notion of I situation - now, 


ye HONG OL people has acquired a more flexible meaning, 
the Aromanians’ historical mission will not end. Moreover, it has 


the possibility to act in a wider and more organic area. 

This would be the only reward for a people who, after its 
Romanization that took place two thousands years ago, faces the 
danger of losing its language once again, which happens to all the 
diasporas of ferment people. 

The Aromanians’ situation is difficult. But, under favorable 
circumstances, the energy caused by the danger of their ethnical 
disappearance may change the historical destiny, saving them from 
disappearance. 

26/6/61 
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Ideea romanismului va afla in Constantin Papanace yun 


_ Sustinator ardent. ... De altfel, numeroase personalitati vor sustine aceasta 


idee si cauza, am numi pe Simion Mehedinti, C. Radulescu - Motru, Lucian 
Blaga, Nae lonescu, Nichifor Crainic etc. 
Publicist, ec. Carol Papanace 


Constantin Papanace a fost 0 personalitate complexa in viata 
culturala si politica a veacului ce s-a incheiat. Personalitatea sa poliedrica 
$imai cu seama variata sa opera merita a fi cunoscute de cei prezentisi de 
generatiile ce vor veni. Avand in vedere dezinteresul complet al 
autoritatilor comuniste de la Bucuresti, precum si politica 
desnationalizatoare si asimilatoare promovata de toate guvernele 
balcanice, fie democratice, fie dictatoriale, in memoriile si actiunile sale 
publice, invocand acte internationale privind drepturile popoarelor si 
minoritatilor, C. Papanace a militat pentru aromani ca si cum ar fi fost o 
etnie separata, distincta, in spatiul sud-dunarean. Pe de alta parte, in 
scrierile sale cu caracter stiintific, ca si in diverse imprejurari cu caracter 
mai mult sau mai putin intim, C. Papanace a considerat ca aromanii 
reprezinta ramura sudica a unui popor european, cel romanese, din care 
si-a afirmat pana la moarte mandria de a face parte. 

Prof.univ.dr. Gheorghe Zbuchea 


Constantin Papanace. Intelectual de rafinata cultura, omul politic 
de daruire si viziune, omul care a platit cu inchisori taria convingerilor sale, 
dovedeste, in ultima instanta, si parca mi-e frica s-o spun, metamorfoza 
celor mai luminate dintre ideile legionare romanesti intr-o pozitie evoluata, 
balcanica si europeana. 


Sen. prof.univ.dr. Gheorghe Dumitrascu 


Dincolo de interpretarile negative care s-au dat actelor sale 
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comentatori ai vietii, traditiilor si aspiratiilor aromanilor, un aparator asiduu 
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dat tanara generatie de intelectuali aromani din perioada interbelica. in 
ciuda vitregelor conditii istorice, infruntate cu barbatie si demnitate, El, s-a 
afrimat nu numai ca o mare-personalitate politica in cadrul Miscarii 
Legionare, dar mai ales ca un'mare ganditor, publicist, scriitor si carturar 
de inalta tinuta patriotica, morala si intelectuala. 

if Scriitor, dr. lonel Zeana 
Respectarea drepturilor legitime ale aromanilor de a-si afirma limba, 
tradifiile, cultura in farile de bastina ar fi benefica acestor tari prin virtutile 
lor (cinste, harnicie, cumpatare, creativitate etc.), aromanii fiind un factor 
de progres in spatiul atat de framantat al Balcanilor. 


Sen. lect.univ.drd.ec. Justin Tambozi 
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